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SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP
Last Sunday after Epiphany; First through
Fourth Sundays in Lent; The Sundays of March
3 – 31; includes Ash Wednesday, March 6

Lent is fast upon us, but first, we party! St.
John’s annual Shrove Tuesday dinner is legendary for its
fine fare, including some desserts that will certainly
necessitate penance the next day. Brian Hamra will cook
the pasta and play the part of host with the most, so
please let Brian know what you can bring to the party.
We need pasta sauces, salads, and of course, the most
decadent dessert you can think of. Contact Brian at (304)
552-3989 or brianhamra32@gmail.com.
After Shrove Tuesday dinner, head to the Clay
Center for "Peter Pan: Believe!", featuring some of St.
John's own. (See details on p. 4.)

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9 a.m. Coffee Klatch, room 209
9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., nursery open
9:30 a.m., Adult Forum, room 109. See below.
9:30 a.m., Godly Play, room 299
9:30 a.m., Journey to Adulthood, (J2A), room 223
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, with choir

Ash Wednesday services on March 6
7 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Adult Forum
March 3: Study of the book “Falling Upward” by Richard Rohr,
facilitated by Una Karner
March 10: Margaret Chapman Pomponio will host guest speakers
from the community
March 17: “The Book of Kells,” religion and art, with Melora Cann
March 24: “Life at the Corner of Scripture, Tradition and Reason,”
facilitated by the Rev. Marquita L. Hutchens
March 31: Donna Hamra and Christy Morris will present, through
Outreach Committee, WVIRM (West Virginia Interfaith
Refugee Ministry). There are now three families living in
Charleston from the Congo and Angola, seeking asylum.
Please come to Adult Forum and bring your friends!

Plan ahead!
Daylight Saving Time returns March 10
Remember to set your clocks one hour ahead before
retiring on Saturday, March 9. Daylight Saving Time
starts at 2 a.m. on March 10, the First Sunday of Lent. If
you forget, you’ll be an hour late for church!

Isn’t there a canon that says every time the bishop visits there must be eating, drinking and
merrymaking? Here we see merrymaking by Mike Klausing, Ray Lowther, Olive Meyer and
Dave DeBolt. Photo by Christy Morris. See more photos from the Jan. 20 visit to St. John’s by
the Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, seventh bishop of the Diocese of West Virginia, inside.

Seek • Love • Serve

The Rev’s
Elation
The Rev. Marquita L. Hutchens,
Rector

The Beloved Community

The 2019 Lenten study begins Sunday,
March 10, and runs through Sunday, April 7.

continued from January-February ‘Interchange’

The 2019 Lenten study begins Sunday, March 10, and runs
through Sunday, April 7. Soups and salads will be our
simple fare from 5 to 5:45 p.m. We will then begin the study,
which will end at 6:45. We will end the evening with
Compline. If parents are able to participate, please let us
know so we can arrange for child care.
In this study St. John’s will take a look at the possibility
of becoming and remaining “a Beloved Community.” In the
January/February “Interchange” I spoke of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s dream of nonviolence in the United States
and the six principles he taught:
Nonviolence:
• is a way of life for courageous people;
• seeks to win friendship and understanding;
• seeks to defeat injustice, not people;
• holds that suffering can educate and transform;
• chooses love instead of hate;
• believes that the universe is on the side of justice.
(http://thekingcenter.org/king-philosophy/
accessed January 9, 2019)
This reminds me of the phrase Dr. King used in some
of his speeches to remind oppressed people of color how
essential hope is to changing a culture in which violence is
imbedded to a culture of benevolent relationships.
“The arc of the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice.”
It is a powerful statement that tells us a bit about
King’s scholarship. This phrase was originated by the Rev.
Theodore Parker, whose sermons are digitized online and
available to read at:
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/
Ten_Sermons_of_Religion.
Theodore Parker was a Unitarian minister and
prominent American Transcendentalist born in 1810 who
called for the abolition of slavery. In 1853 a collection of
“Ten Sermons of Religion” by Parker was published, and
the third sermon, titled “Of Justice and the Conscience,”
included figurative language about the arc of the moral
universe:

and complete the figure by the experience of sight; I can
divine it by conscience. But from what I see I am sure it
bends towards justice. Things refuse to be mismanaged
long. Jefferson trembled when he thought of slavery and
remembered that God is just. Ere long all America will
tremble.”
(https://quoteinvestigator.com/2012/11/15/arc-ofuniverse/ accessed February 18, 2019)
Dr. King’s dream has not been realized, but it also has not
been forgotten. There are many who continue to strive toward
nonviolence. Some of us call it justice, freedom and peace.
The presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church, the
Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, has called us to reexamine our
stand on nonviolence and to consider finding ways to imbed
it into our own lives for the rest of our lives. I hope you will
be able to attend the Lenten series this year to see how St.
John’s can collectively contribute to assisting “the arc of
moral universe bend toward justice.”❖

April ‘Interchange’ deadline is
Wednesday, March 20 at 4 p.m.
Don’t forget to send in your articles, announcements and
photographs for the April 2019 issue of St. John’s
newsletter, “The Interchange,” to co-editors Mel Cann at
meloracann@gmail.com
and
Bob
Rosier
at
bobrosier@gmail.com, and to the church (Linda Workman
will save them as a backup). Easter activities arrive with
Holy Week, April 21- 28, starting with Palm Sunday and
culminating in Easter services, so please let us know of any
planned activities.

In memoriam
We offer heartfelt condolences to parishioner Dwight
Foley on the death of his cousin, Dorothy Sanders, and
to parishioner Deanna Lyons on the death of her sister,
Iris Lyons Summers.

“Look at the facts of the world. You see a continual
and progressive triumph of the right. I do not pretend to
understand the moral universe; the arc is a long one, my
eye reaches but little ways. I cannot calculate the curve

Let light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

2

At the General Convention this past summer, they said
a prayer that I think is appropriate for us at this time: “Lord,
grant that we may know and understand what things we
ought to do and may have grace and power faithfully to
accomplish them. Amen.”❖

Updates
from Fred

West Virginia Day at
cathedral is March 3

By Fred Boothe,
senior warden

The Episcopal Cathedral of Sts.
Peter and Paul, known familiarly
as Washington National Cathedral,
will host West Virginia Day on
Sunday, March 3. A special day for
each state of the union is observed, Rose window at the National
in rotation, on most Sundays Cathedral with some of the state flags
visible in the central nave.
throughout the year.
Acolytes from our diocese are invited to be a part of the
procession, carrying the banner from their home parish, and others
from the state are encouraged to attend and be recognized.
The 11:15 a.m. Eucharist features a live webcast, which can
be viewed on the internet by those unable to make the trip to
Washington, D.C. This is also the cathedral’s principal and largest
Sunday service, with elegant and formal liturgy. It features rich
offerings from the cathedral choirs and the great E.M.
Skinner & Son organ, installed in 1938, which consists of
10,647 pipes. ❖

As I reflect upon last year at St John’s, I am excited by all
we have accomplished. At the Annual Meeting, our priest,
Marquita, reviewed her past four years with us. She
emphasized how thankful she has been for our compassion,
generosity and willingness to serve. These attributes resulted
in the many accomplishments listed in the annual report. It
was truly amazing to see how selflessly our congregation
has given its time, talents and generous financial backing in
support of our mission. We seek, we love and we serve.
The people of St John’s have traditionally been
extremely supportive of our Christian community’s needs
and diverse ministries. We need but look around us to see
this reflected in our congregation or to read the insert in the
service booklet of weekly opportunities for involvement.
However, take a quiet moment to revel in the beauty of the
building, to listen to the glory of the music, to gain insight
from the message. It is during these moments that it becomes
clear that each of us has a mission to make sure that St.
John’s continues to minister to us and this community.
The budget, that was approved by the vestry and
presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting, has a
deficit of approximately $102,000. This amount will be
drawn from the endowment if we cannot secure additional
funds or cut back on our expenses. The reduction of
expenses will affect St John’s ability to continue its
ministries in the community that we hold dear.
We are very fortunate to have the expertise of
Margaret Lieberman, who chaired the capital campaign
and raised almost $1,000,000! Without these gifts we
would not have been able to address major repairs to the
roof and major infrastructure projects to maintain safety
for our congregation. A complete list of these projects
appears in the annual report.
The vestry recently established a Stewardship Planning
Committee to review our operational finances and our
capital facility’s needs. I will chair the committee and be
assisted by Julia Beury, Christy Morris and Tim Bradford.
If anyone in the congregation has time to assist us or has
ideas to raise funds, we would appreciate your help. Please
feel free to contact any one of us by calling the church office,
or I can be reached by email at fboothe08@gmail.com.
We have opportunities and challenges, but I am
confident that the future is bright. Please remember that only
through your time, talents and financial support can we
preserve the beauty of our church, the glory of the music and
continue our ministries to the community.

J2A pilgrimage update
By Brian Hamra and Robin O’Brien
June will be here sooner than we
expect, and with that comes the end
of the school year and our 2019
pilgrimage. J2A (Journey to
Adulthood)
would
like
to
acknowledge and thank everyone
who has already purchased a t-shirt
or made a donation. Those t-shirts are available during coffee
hour or by contacting Brian Hamra.
And our fundraising efforts will continue. Look out for
more flockings (Yes, flockings!!!) as we enter into
spring. Anyone interested in scheduling a flocking, or if you
need further information, please contact Robin O’Brien or
Brian Hamra.
In the last edition of the “Interchange,” we included a
preliminary budget for our trip based on what costs we knew at
the time. Those figures included the basic costs of room and
board, airfare and van rental, but it did not include any
activities, special meals or incidental expenses. Therefore, after
revisions, we have established our fundraising goal at $4,000.
We will be providing updates on our progress in future
editions of the “Interchange.” As always, if you should have
any questions at all about J2A, what we do, or how you can
help us, Robin and Brian are always available by email at
irishinwv@yahoo.com and brianhamra32@gmail.com, or by
cell phone.
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Buying supplies for instruction, crafts and backpacks
given at the end of camp; and



Photos from last year’s Reading Camp activities!

Reading Camp 2019

Making sure that transportation is provided for
campers.
No experience—no problem! We didn’t have
experience when we started, either. All that’s needed are a
willing heart, an open mind and some elbow grease along
the way.
If you would like to join us in being part of this St.
John’s ministry to our community or are curious and have
more questions, we would love to hear from you.
Please contact either Margaret Lieberman at 304-7670582 or artsfundwv@frontier.com or Melinda DiCarlo at
304-206-1011 or mdicarlo@suddenlink.net.❖

Help wanted:
openings for more co-directors
By Melinda DiCarlo
Reading Camp, that fun-filled week that combines literacy
reinforcement and enrichment activities for rising thirdthrough fifth-graders for one week during the summer, is in
need of at least two more co-directors. During the past few
years, we’ve had a team of four co-directors and found that
it is a good number for both generating ideas and following
up with preparation work for camp. This year, two of our codirectors from last summer have medical and family
concerns that take them away from being involved in the
2019 camp.
The two of us who are left, Margaret Lieberman and
Melinda DiCarlo, have been weighing whether it’s possible
to proceed with Reading Camp 2019. We’re clear on two
things: 1) We would love to see camp go on, because the
children enjoy it and benefit so much (and we have fun,
too!); and 2) We can’t do this on our own.
We’ve already tossed around some great ideas for a
camp theme and activities, centered around the arts with the
working name “African Savannah.” And we’ve determined
that camp dates will need to be June 17-21 so that we can
invite back the campers from Piedmont and Mary C. Snow
West Side elementary schools. But what lies between the
ideas and having the actual camp are:






St. John’s youth in local
Peter Pan production
A production of Peter Pan: Believe! will be presented on
Tuesday March 5 at 7:30 p.m. in the Clay Center. Our own
Brooklynne Latimer Sheely and Aiden Jones will shine in
this original production, which features the Appalachian
Children's Chorus, Children's Theatre of Charleston, River
City Youth Ballet Ensemble, and West Virginia Youth
Symphony. Brooklynne is the daughter of Frank Latimer
and granddaughter of Maggie McCabe, and Aiden is the
granddaughter of Cindy Melton and sister of Makayla and
Makenzie. Another member of St. John’s family, Margaret
Lieberman, is an instructors of the River City Youth Ballet.
Church administrator Linda Workman says, “One of
the things I loved about the church of my childhood was
the sense of being part of a safe and loving community.
When my family moved to West Virginia, away from all
my aunts, uncles and cousins in the deep south, our church
became the "village" that raised me. I have always hoped
that I could help provide a sense of that for the children in
my life, including those here at St. John's. To that end, I
would very much like to have a crew of St. John's folks to
go see some of our little ones in "Peter Pan: Believe!" at
the Clay Center. As of this writing, there are five of us who
plan to attend. If you would like to join us, tickets are
$17.50, available at the Clay Center and online at https://
tickets.theclaycenter.org/ Come on, it will be fun!❖

Working with schools to find and get background
information on campers that need help with reading
(much more labor-, time- and love-intensive than it
sounds!);
Recruiting morning teachers and helpers, as well as
afternoon counselors;
Arranging food throughout the day (breakfast, snacks
and, hopefully, lunch again from Manna Meal);
Coordinating with community resources for field trips
and enrichment visits;
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We celebrate birthdays in March!
Please pray for the lives and ministries of those with March
birthdays:
March 1, Dwight Ratrie; 2, Holden Pomponio; 3, Bob
Rosier; 7, Beth Hamrick; 8, Evan Blackwood; 10, Franklin
Latimer; 11, Madelene Blackwood; 12, Melinda DiCarlo,
Rosie Pfeiffer; 14, Gabrielle Lewis; 15, Catherine
Blackwood, Lisabeth Caudill; 16, Jackson Newsome; 17,
Patricia Nelson; 20, Sarah Clifford, Ann Garcelon; 21,
Daniel Faber; 22, Robert Kidd; 23, Emily Birckhead,
Matthew Risendal; 26, MaKenzie Jones; 28, Archie
Morris; 30, Patricia Hammer; and 31, Emmit Webster. ❖

Brotherhood of St. Andrew:
TEC’s ministry to men

Donald Vinson brought grace
and Gracie to us Feb. 17

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, founded in 1883, is the key
ministry to men within The
Episcopal Church. By
passing Resolution D04 in
2015, TEC’s 78th General
Convention
newly
empowered and challenged
the brotherhood to meet and
address
the
spiritual
concerns of men in The
Episcopal Church and to
support and mentor the next
generation of young men in
the Christian faith in the
21st Century.
The vision of the
brotherhood is “to inspire,
empower and equip men
and youth to fulfill the Great
Commission,” to bring men
and youth into the wellbeing
of body, mind and spirit that
Jesus offers.
The meetings help
strengthen the relationship
of men with Christ and with each other through prayer, study
of scriptures, service and the teachings of The Episcopal
Church. Week by week the brotherhood strives to bring
others nearer to Christ through service in the Church.
For more information about the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew check out the following contacts:
West Virginia diocesan coordinator, Floyd Jamison,
fhjamison@comcast.net or call 304-810-4248 (home), 304280-6279 (cell); the national office at 502-450-5640, or the
website, https://www.brothersandrew.net/. The Brotherhood
of St. Andrew newsletters may be accessed at:
https://brothersandrew.net/dfc/newsdetail _2/3194945 or
https://brothersandrew.net/dfc/newsdetail_2/3195710

Story and photos by Christy Morris
Whilst Marquita was away attending a funeral, the Rev.
Donald Vinson, retired member of our diocesan staff now
living in Hinton, stepped in to preach and celebrated our 8
and 10:30 a.m. Eucharists on February 17. In his sermon, he
spoke about St. Mark’s and St. Matthew’s somewhat
different versions of the beatitudes, suggesting that we use
those passages of Scripture as a Lenten meditation.
Donald’s service dog,
Gracie, took her usual seat
in the bishop’s chair.
Donald later commented
via Facebook that Gracie
was bored, as she’d already
heard the sermon and
thought it was better at the
8 a.m. service.
Another guest helping
us celebrate on Sunday,
Feb. 17, was Andrew
Swing, substitute organist.
His youthful music interpretations made us smile! ❖
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International Beethoven Piano Sonata Competition (Memphis,
Tenn.). He enjoys actively performing throughout the U.S.
Remaining concerts in the spring series are: Beautiful
Brahms on April 7, performed by Ian Jessee, violin; Marsha
Palmer, horn; and Hannah Pressley, cello, all leading West
Virginia Symphony players, and Nelson Harper, piano, and The
Kent Camerata, acclaimed international touring vocal and
instrumental ensemble performing their European tour program
on May 19. In addition to classic and romantic masters, the
camerata will spotlight West Virginia composers.
All of our concerts are free with donations accepted to help
sustain the series. A reception follows each concert. For additional
information, call 304-343-4355. ❖

February concert was a true delight

Episcopal Church may invest in gun
makers to press for gun safety

Story and photo by Christy Morris
“Variations” chamber singers, under the direction of Dr. JohnScott Moir, director of choirs and voice at Bluefield State College,
brought a special treat to Concerts @ St. John’s last month. Dr.
Moir introduced each selection and offered that this regional tour
is a lead-up to the choir’s upcoming European tour.
The singers were ably accompanied by pianist Alandra
Blume Hinkle. She was joined at one point for a couple of songs
by Jeffrey Bannon. Later, 19-year-old featured student soloist
Samuel Kimzey performed a piece by Hugh Reinhold and
allowed the tiniest smile to escape at the conclusion.
And how appropriate that the last photo I snapped captured
the chapel’s stained-glass windows (not shown) illuminating choir
members’ features as they sang “How Great Thou Art.” ❖

By David Paulsen
[Episcopal News Service] General Convention passed a
resolution in July that calls on Executive Council’s Committee on
Corporate Social Responsibility to research investing in gun
manufacturers to give the church a new voice in how those
companies do business. The goal: “to minimize lethal and criminal
uses of their products.”
Shareholder advocacy is nothing new for The Episcopal
Church. With an investment portfolio worth about $400 million,
the church has long used some of those investments to influence
companies based on Christian principles and General Convention
resolutions that set church policies and priorities. What’s new is
one of the investment tactics the church plans to implement in the
new year to address gun violence.

Prize-winning pianist to perform
at March 3 concert

Episcopalians join
an interfaith group
of demonstrators
outside a Smith &
Wesson facility
in Springfield, Mass.,
on March 14.
Photo on right is
from ENS webpage
featuring this story.

By David DeBolt
Pianist Gerald Lee will perform
for Concerts @ St. John’s on
Sunday, March 3 at 4 p.m. Lee
is a multiple-competition,
prize-winning concert artist
from the West Liberty
University faculty. He will
perform two selections from
Maurice Ravel’s Miroirs as
well as the Opus 118 pieces by
Johannes Brahms and two sonatas by Alexander Scriabin.
Lee is in the midst of his 17th year at West Liberty University
in Wheeling, where he serves as professor of piano. He earned
three piano performance degrees: B.M., M.M. and D.M.A. from
Illinois Wesleyan University, the Jacobs School of Music at
Indiana University and the University of Michigan, respectively.
His competition accolades include winning the 2009
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Concert Society Major Artist Auditions, first place
in the 2002 National Society of Arts and Letters Piano Competition
(Lansing, Mich.), second place in the 2002 National Finals of the
Music Teachers’ National Association Collegiate Artists’ Piano
Competition (Cincinnati, Ohio), and third place in the 2003

❖

Newly-elected bishops
make history in 2 dioceses
[Episcopal News Service excerpted] The Episcopal Diocese of
Maine has elected the Rev. Thomas James Brown to be its tenth
bishop, while the Diocese of Northern California has elected the
Rev. Megan M. Traquair as its eighth bishop. The elections are
historic because Traquair was selected from the first Northern
California slate of candidates ever to include women, and
Brown is the first openly gay and married priest ever to be
elected bishop in The Episcopal Church. Marriage equality was
not yet law when Gene Robinson was elected by the Diocese of
New Hampshire as TEC’s first openly gay bishop. ❖
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Bp. Klusmeyer’s visit to St. John’s
Story and photos by Christy Morris
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, seventh bishop of the
Diocese of West Virginia, made his official annual visitation
to St. John’s on Sunday, Jan. 20, preaching and celebrating
at the 8 and 10:30 a.m. Eucharists. Confirmation was part of
the later service, and three confirmands received the
bishop’s blessing and laying-on of hands. Below, on right,
they were Austin Susman – the tall young man, Avery Orr
the petite young lady, and Karon Meyers is shown in her
choir robe. Choir member Carrie Swing stood next to Karon
as her sponsor for confirmation.

Support the U.S. Refugee
Admissions Program

Below, from left: a confirmand, his family and friends, Beth
Hamrick, Tim Bradford, Bonnie Brown, confirmand Austin
Susman, Erin McGrath and Carol Susman, and the Rev.
Marquita L. Hutchens (with Pepi).

Over the past several months, the U.S. government has made
significant changes to programs that offer vulnerable and
persecuted persons the opportunity for protection. Changes
include making it more difficult for those seeking asylum to
be granted protection, separating families in detention
centers, and forcing asylum seekers to remain in Mexico
while their cases are being heard. We are simultaneously
seeing a significant reduction in the number of refugees who
will be permanently resettled to the U.S.
We must urge our government to respect and maintain
humanitarian protection systems, and to help those who are
no longer safe in their home countries.
As people of faith, we know these are not just numbers:
they represent family members who are separated from each
other, individuals who served alongside U.S. troops
overseas and are now in danger, and LGBTQ refugees who
experience persecution and are in need of resettlement.
Contact your members of Congress today to urge them
to provide oversight of the U.S. Refugee Admissions
Program and to ensure we protect asylum seekers. ❖

Raise the Wage!

Right, a farewell blessing was
offered to parishioner Mary
Anne Maul on Sunday, Jan.
13, prior to her moving to
Texas to take on a new job.
And at the top of the next
column, Dan Faber plays the
electronic rental organ being
used while all of the pipes that
belong to our beloved E.M.
Skinner organ are in Ohio
being restored to their
original brilliance. ❖

The current federal minimum wage, $7.25 per hour, has not
been increased in almost a decade. Since 1997, The
Episcopal Church has called for a "living wage" so that
hardworking families are not trapped in poverty. In 2003,
the church reaffirmed and updated this call, recognizing that
it is wrong that a family of four could live in poverty with
the provider employed full-time. In 2015, the church called
directly for a $15 minimum wage.
Increasing the minimum wage is about the economics
of workers providing for their families, but it is also a moral
issue. Write your member of Congress now and urge them
to support the Raise the Wage Act of 2019! ❖
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Presiding bishop named
religious newsmaker of the year
By Mary Frances Schjonberg
[Episcopal News Service] The Episcopal Church has heard Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry herald the message of God’s unconditional love ever since he
was elected in July 2015. In May of 2018, his message went global and viral
when he preached at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle,
and now it has earned him the title of “religious newsmaker of the year.”
The Religion News Association said that Curry’s sermon had “raised his
profile
as a progressive religious voice.” That could be an understatement.
“Today Show” co-hosts Hoda Kotb, left, and Savannah Guthrie listen Nov. 1
as Presiding Bishop Michael Curry talks about the power of love. It was one
Curry’s profile beyond The Episcopal Church began to take off the moment
of many media interviews Curry gave this year. Photo: “The Today Show”
his part in the May 19 wedding was announced. Stories attempting to answer
the question “who is Michael Curry” abounded.
Then he stepped to the ambo at St. George’s Chapel and began to preach. According to media statisticians, 29.2 million
people in the United States and 18 million in the United Kingdom viewed the wedding. And then there was Twitter, where
3.4 million social media users tweeted about the royal wedding. They tweeted 40,000 times a minute during Curry’s sermon,
more than the 27,000 tweets per minute during the declaration of Harry and Meghan as husband and wife.
That day “Bishop Michael Curry” was a top “trending topic” on Google with a score of 100 on a scale of 0-100 for
daily searches, and “episcopal’ was the top lookup on Merriam Webster.

