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Keeping faith
in a virtual world

Schedule of worship
during the time of COVID-19
The tale of a Black Lives Matter banner at St. John’s
In a tale that lasted months, Donna Hamra relays, “First we put a BLM banner
on stakes in the ground and someone cut the plastic ties and took it down. Then
we replaced it and used wire ties; they took that too. This time we got it right we attached the banner to the stone wall on the second floor, right between the
Pride flag and the Episcopal flag." Photo (above) by Linda Workman: While a
worker is hanging the flag, Mike Klausing is standing at the foot of the ladder
holding the banner. See more photos and read the rest of the story on page 5.

Regretfully, our planned outdoor Easter
service at Coonskin had to be cancelled due
to rising COVID infection rates.

Holy Week continues; Easter
Sunday, April 4; and the second
through fourth Sundays of Easter,
April 11, 18 and 25
Thursday, April 1: Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. Service via Zoom and Facebook

Friday, April 2: Good Friday
Stations of the Cross
12 noon Service via YouTube and Facebook

Sunday, April 4: EASTER SUNDAY
10:30 Service of Holy Eucharist
Live-streamed on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/YZDyY0L24WU
Sundays, April 11, 18 and 25
10:30 Services of Holy Eucharist
 see details in Holy Week Schedule on inside page
Weekly Eucharist: 10:30 a.m. Sunday services will
be streamed on YouTube and Facebook. They will
remain available for later viewing. Links to the
YouTube live videos will be posted on our website:
www.stjohnswv.org and on Facebook and will be sent
to the parish email list.
Note that Sunday, April 18 includes 11:45 a.m.
Zoom Coffee Hour sponsored by the Evangelism
Committee

Seek  Love  Serve

years until they reached the Promised Land. God’s time meant
that it took something like four thousand years for Jesus to
come and show people the Way. And Kairos seems to mean
that our Lent lasts 400 days this year – and maybe a little longer
– until we can gather safely for our regular celebrations of the
resurrection (otherwise known as Sunday worship).
In the meantime, we deal with Chronos. As we enter year
two of the pandemic, I encourage you to try set boundaries to
define your day and give it meaning. That may mean making a
plan to distinguish days – like phone-a-friend-Friday or
Wednesday family pizza night. It may mean limiting how
many other things we do, so that we can focus time and energy
on things that are important.
That includes finding time and energy for God. As we
enter the Easter season, we remember that God is working
God’s purpose out (as the hymn says). We celebrate the
resurrection of Christ. For the resurrection is a reminder that
God can bring new life to anything. All in God’s good time. 

Michelle’s
musings
On God’s Time
The Rev. Michelle Boomgaard
Priest-in-charge
This is the time of year when I should be writing about the
Resurrection. It’s Easter, we bid the season of Lent farewell,
and new beginnings are all around us.
But, it is an unusual Easter, in an(other) unusual year. We
will bid adieu to a Lent which has lasted 40 days, but also
recognize that in many ways, Lent has in fact lasted 400 days
– since we never really celebrated Easter last year.
It is just one snapshot on a topsy-turvy year. A number of
my friends from seminary have been posting on Facebook:
photos of them as they record portions of the Easter Vigil the
day before they observe Good Friday; or record Maundy
Thursday before blessing their palms for Palm Sunday. It
reassured me that I am not alone: many churches are recording
things, and many of my friends are discombobulated. (For the
record, I may post something similar on my Facebook page,
just as I did when we recorded the Advent IV, Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day services in one day in December).
The pandemic precautions are discombobulating. For
many of us, our regular schedules have flown out the window.
Routines like “I leave to go to work at this hour,” “at such-andsuch time I need to pick up kids from school,” or even “on this
day, I meet friends for coffee” have disappeared. Many people
have stopped having a good sense of what day it is, or even
caring.
And, I will admit, there are little joys in this, sometimes. I
will admit that before I came to Charleston, I occasionally
attended virtual church services on Sunday mornings in my
pj’s. Even now, I enjoy being able to sip my coffee while we
do church.
But there are also serious down sides. This lack of
schedule can make it easy to feel unimportant, because we
don’t have to be anywhere. And the opposite can also be true.
Some of us have found it easy to take on too many things,
because we don’t have our regular commitments, or because
we realize that many others are taking on additional
responsibilities at home.
All of this reminds me of the difference between Kairos
and Chronos. Chronos is time – like chronometer and
chronology. Like the counting of the second hand and the
minute hand as we wonder what we should do with our day, or
the filling of our jumbled calendar as we divide our attention
between multiple tasks.
Kairos is God’s time. Which may not make any sense to
us. God’s time meant that the Israelites wandered for forty

Parish Leaders Offer Lenten
Meditations to the Larger Church
You may have seen some familiar names in ecumenical Lenten
devotionals that came out this spring.
Senior Warden Ray Lowther was among the people
invited to write a reflection for the West Virginia Institute for
Spirituality’s booklet. Other contributors – lay and ordained,
from a variety of Christian traditions - came from the
Charleston area and beyond. The booklet can be purchased for
$10 from WVIS by emailing wvisreg@aol.com.
The Episcopal Migration Ministries online devotional
featured reflections from a variety of people involved in
refugee and resettlement ministries across the United States,
including almost a week of reflections from various people
involved with West Virginia Interfaith Refugee Ministries
(WVIRM). Since St. John’s was instrumental in helping found
WVIRM, our priest-in-charge, Michelle Boomgaard, was
invited to contribute a meditation, as was parishioner Lynn
Clarke, who sits on the WVIRM board. Bishop Klusmeyer and
WVIRM Director BA Miskowiek, also offered contributions,
as did Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball of the West Virginia
Conference of the United Methodist Church. You can view all
of their contributions here: Lenten Devotions - Episcopal
Migration Ministries 

Let’s celebrate our members
with April birthdays!
With prayers for their lives and ministries, we honor: April
1, John Albaugh, Vedder Hobbs, Elena Pomponio; 5,
Melora Cann; 8, Michelle Lewis, Parrish Thompson; 9,
Diana Westmoreland; 10, Bill Burke, Mary Ann Deison; 11,
Diane Hendricks; 13, Mike Drennen; 14, G.W. Morris, Lia
Palmer; 16, Annette Doumany; 17, Jessie Reckart; 19,
Dwight Foley; 20, Hattie Rose Rowe; 22, Sue Harpold, 24,
Ned Barrett, Robin O'Brien; 25, Tricia Poe; 27, Liliana
Risendal; 28, Travis Baldwin. 
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glory of God; the second verse I found quite appropriate especially
for this calendar time; I trust you will too. 

Ray’s
Reflections

“This is my Father’s world: The birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, Declare their Maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair.
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, He speaks to me
everywhere.” (Maltbie D Babcock) 

Ray Lowther
senior warden

Spirituality and Belief Part One
Presented by
Bridge Valley Community and Technical College

How quickly it seems that March has passed from Ash
Wednesday into Lent and, as you read this, Easter is celebrated and
we’re moving toward preparing for the “birthday of the Church” –
Pentecost (May 23)!! Our West Virginia COVID-19 response
moves us forward to lower numbers but periodically a step
backward. Thanks to our Bishop in keeping us abreast of our
COVID-19 status. More people are getting vaccinated and,
nationally, West Virginia moves to the front with the number of
citizens who have received the vaccine. All of this brings us closer
to being able to come together in common and corporate in-person
worship. Thanks be to God!
Some highlights from the vestry’s March meeting: a) Stan
Forrest property was approved for sale by the Diocesan Standing
Committee. We will follow protocol procedures of the sale of
Diocesan property. This is for Stan’s Charleston property. His halfacre of property in Florida is also to be sold. The vestry moved to
post and begin this real estate transaction and will further update and
examine the status at the April meeting. b) Discussed adding a
framed portrait of Canon Donald Vinson to hang in the hall
alongside other interim and assisting clergy. c) Based on
the Bishop’s reissuance of updated in- person worship protocols,
online virtual services will be offered for Easter. d) Review and
update the in-person return to worship plan designed by the vestry
last summer. e) Mother Michelle continued to unpack the results
of the survey she conducted with the congregation last DecemberJanuary – emphasis on “why parishioners first came to Saint
John’s.”
As I write this, I stepped outside today for lunch only to enjoy
a simply gorgeous day--- bright sunshine, moderate to slightly
warm temperatures, daffodils in bloom with other spring flowers on
the cusp of sharing their beauty. Absorbing this splendor reinforces
the celebration of Easter -- the Resurrection of our Lord and the
promise of eternal life. You may remember that when I was Senior
Warden previously, I closed my column each month with a
reflection on a hymn encouraging us to ponder the meaning of lyrics
found in our rich legacy of Christian hymnody. Especially, since
singing has been absent from our worship these past several months,
I offer a suggestion to you to sing mentally, inwardly, but still with
passion, enthusiasm and conviction. We are blessed that Dan Faber
plays a hymn where we can still raise our muted voices to praise
God as part of our virtual service. Popping up unexpectedly last
week in one of my readings on symbols and symbolism in the
Anglican church, “This is My Father’s World” concluded the essay.
Truly, this hymn of praise has each verse resonating the majesty and

Wednesday, April 14, 12:15 - 1:15 p. via Zoom
Part one of a panel discussion on the role of spirituality
and belief in our lives. Panelists are members of major
world religions and belief systems. This discussion will
celebrate our unity and diversity and will ask some of
the enduring questions related to belief. Registration
required: https://www.bridgevalley.edu/religiouspanel#relform
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As we celebrate the Easter Season, the Evangelism
Committee plans to begin the “Invite * Welcome * Connect”
program at St. John’s. This is a ministry of transformation from
the Beecken Center and Sewanee School of the South. It equips
and empowers individuals and congregations to cultivate
intentional practices of evangelism, hospitality, and belonging.
The program begins with a series of four one-hour
meetings, to be done over Zoom in this case, to explore the ideas
of “Invite * Welcome * Connect,” and brainstorm ideas of how
to implement them in our congregation and community. All St.
John’s members are invited to join the members of the
Evangelism Committee for these sessions, dates are listed below.
If you’re interested in joining please contact Austin Susman
(austinsusman@gmail.com) so he can get you on the list for our
Zoom Link. Sessions will be on Thursdays April 29, May 13,
May 27 and June 10.
The Virtual Coffee Hour occurs on the first and third Sundays
each month. For April, the first Sunday is Easter and there will not
be a virtual coffee hour. You can join us on April 18!
Here is a challenge for you - can you name the Top Ten
Bible Heroes? You have an entire month to think about it! The
answer will appear in the May Evangelism Corner.

Evangelism corner
By Maggie McCabe
The spring equinox occurred on March 20. A new beginning for
blooming flowers and trees. The term ‘spring’ as a season gives
a person a jump in their step after a generally dreary winter. The
Easter season will be upon us soon, which provides another
spring in our step! This year during Holy Week there will be
events on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday that will share
Jesus’ story. Although not in person, the significance of days will
continue to be told. And then on Easter Sunday we will get to
rejoice in-person at Coonskin Park! This is a wonderful way to
rejoice in the resurrection!
Sunday, March 28, was Palm Sunday. A time when a
procession of the people carrying palms commemorated Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem. Picture the crowd waving palms to
welcome Him. Palm Sunday is also known as Passion Sunday,
when the custom of reading the one of the Passion Gospels is
performed. It also marks the beginning of Holy Week.
Maundy Thursday is one of my favorite services. Maundy
is derived from ‘mandatum’ which is a Latin term meaning
‘commandment’ and refers to the new commandment of Christ
that his disciples love one another, according to the book
“Liturgy for Living.” In the past, St. John’s has celebrated
Maundy Thursday with services that included the washing of
feet and a choir member’s solo of “Were You There?” during
the Stripping of the Altar. This year we will share the Last
Supper with a radio play on Thursday evening at 7 p.m. via
Zoom and Facebook.
On Good Friday, the Stations of the Cross will be read by
members of the congregation, also on Zoom and Facebook. This
is the day that the crucifixion of Jesus is commemorated, two
days before Easter.
Then on Sunday it will be Easter - a festive day
representing the feast of the resurrection of Jesus that will be
celebrated for fifty days, ending with the Day of Pentecost. A
glorious time indeed!
If you enjoy musicals, you may like “Jesus Christ
Superstar.” I remember listening to this album around 1970. The
production also came to Charleston around the same time. Even
though I had spent years in Sunday school as a child and was
confirmed, I never really ‘got’ the story of Jesus until this
musical. There are many ways for a person to learn, one of them
through music. “Jesus Christ Superstar” is one of my favorites.
It has helped my son and grandchildren learn in the same manner
that I did. Remember there are many ways to share the good
news. I encourage you to listen and then read for yourselves.
What does Holy Week mean to me? It is a time for reading
the Gospel stories and reflecting on my life. Where am I and how
did I get here? I will continue to be quiet enjoying the warmth of
mother nature while watching and waiting. How about you?
What does Holy Week mean to you?

VIRTUAL COFFEE NOTES

If when logging in you see a message that says, “Please wait for the
host to start this meeting” or “Please wait, the meeting host will let
you in soon,” this means we are still in the process of opening up the
virtual room and letting people in, and we will admit you shortly.
If you have not been admitted by 11:50, or have issues logging
in other than the ones described above, feel free to contact Austin
Susman (austinsusman@gmail.com or call 304-780-7620), who
will provide tech support.
We look forward to seeing you on Zoom. Don’t forget to brew
yourself a cup of coffee or other favorite Sunday morning drink
before the meeting! 

Concerts @ St. John's
Concerts @ St. John's continues to offer links to Second
Saturdays at 7:00, a Virtual Series of seven concerts, kindly
shared with us by Charleston Chamber Music Society and
originating from The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center.
They may be accessed from www.Charlestonchambermusic.org
website and clicking on Front Row National. These concerts are
free and available at your convenience for one week starting with
the Saturday evening performances.
The fourth concert premieres on April 10 at 7:00 p.m. By
chamber music standards, this approaches being a Cecil B.
DeMille production, involving not only the Orion String Quartet,
but also a 17-member ensemble. The program includes Baroque
music by Geminiani, a Haydn string quartet and the original
orchestration of Copland's Appalachian Spring. Just right as
spring is blossoming in Charleston! Subsequent concerts will
premiere on May 8, June12, and July 10. Details will follow
monthly. Keep on enjoying! - David DeBolt
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Monthly Update on our
Parish Conversations

The Story of the BLM banner
at St. John’s

I hope to make regular updates about what I am discovering as
a result of my conversations with members of the parish, and
the steps we are taking for the future of St. John’s. You may
remember that in early December, I set out to call most of the
members of the parish, and by the end of February, I had made
over 120 calls (including some people who rescheduled) and
had 80 conversations.
I continue to make appointments with people who were
unable to speak with me in the first round. However, I have also
begun to look at some of the information I have gathered. It has
helped me learn a bit about the parish and its needs.
For example, I learned that over 60% of the conversations
I had were with people who were single – which includes
people who are single by choice, divorced, widowed, or
otherwise. While this seems unusual for a church, it is actually
very normal for the rest of the US, where married couples and
families with children at home actually form the minority of
US households.

(continued from the cover) by Linda Workman

We first put up the BLM banner in July - there is a picture in the
August issue of the Interchange. We attached it to the stakes with
plastic zip ties through the metal grommets. It disappeared
within a month.
So in August we ordered another one and attached it to the
same stakes with several
stainless steel zip ties.
That one lasted until late
October
or
early
November. Someone cut
that one off, leaving the
grommets and metal zip
ties attached to the stakes.
So, we ordered yet
another one, but saved it
until we devised a more
secure way to hang it.
Intrepid vestry members
Donna Hamra, Mary
Fitzgerald, and Dave
DeBolt joined forces with
Mike Klausing and came
up with this solution. It's
now anchored into the
stone wall of the church!”
The BLM banner
was funded by St. John's
Outreach Committee. All
photos here and the one
The St. John’s ‘support team’
on the cover are by Linda
Dave
DeBolt, Mike Klausing,
Workman.

I was also rather pleasantly surprised by one discovery. In
many conversations, I asked about when people first came to
St. John’s. In other conversations, people told me. When I
looked at the information that I was able to collect, I realized
that people have been joining the parish at a fairly even rate for
decades. We have people who were baptized here as members
of the founding families. But we also have people who joined
just before we had to close the building – and everything in
between!

Mary Fitzgerald and Donna Hamra

This is great news, and I hope that we will build on this
ability to attract new members in the future. In fact, even with
the building closed, we have had people asking to join our
mailing list, a good sign that we will continue to see new faces
when we open again! +Rev. Michelle Boomgaard

Sometimes it just takes a team!
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Each window has protective outer glass that is composed of
several framed sections custom-made in such a way that important
features of the stained glass are not obscured. We wouldn't want a
dark shadow across Jesus' eyes, for instance.
In September 2020, one of those outer protective glass pieces
fell out of the large window at the back of the nave - the window
at the end of the center aisle, facing Leon Sullivan. The frame may
have bent due to a severe storm, but we don't know that. We found
the glass standing upright below the window, unbroken. It was
about three feet tall, very heavy, and had some severely bent frame
pieces attached to it. For temporary protection, a sheet of plywood
was installed over the exposed stained glass.
We contacted Bovard Studios in Iowa, which had done an
excellent job of restoring the large chapel window in 2016. Bovard
measured the full window and its sections and drew up full-size
templates of each piece. The templates were taken to their shop in
Iowa, where the glass pieces are cut and the frame sections are
crafted.
At long last, we are in the final phase! The damaged frame
was removed, the original woodwork surrounding the stained
glass is being cleaned and repaired, and the new frame and glass
are being installed. Just in time for spring! It is a joy to watch and
learn about each phase, and to see the thoughtful planning and care
that go into such a project. This is something that few people even
notice, probably, but it is a crucial element of our stewardship. 

Above: the problem; above right, scaffolding installed.

Restoring a stained-glass window
by Linda Workman
St. John's stained-glass windows are magnificent pieces of art
and craftsmanship that should last for many decades. As good
stewards, we are charged with keeping them safe and sound.
There is much, much more to this than I ever imagined!

Wednesday book group: The Book of Joy
Wednesdays, 11 a.m. - noon, via Zoom
“The Book of Joy” by Douglas Abrams, uses conversations
between The Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
For more information, contact Rosie Pfeiffer at
rosebudwhimsey@suddenlink.net. 

In memoriam
We deeply regret to inform you that parishioner John (Jack)
Fondrliak died on March 9 as a result of COVID-19. It is
our understanding that there are no plans at this time for a
local memorial service, as Jack's ashes are being sent to his
family in Wisconsin. We will send updates as we receive
them.
For those of you who don't know, Jack was a retired
Lutheran pastor, and he had been serving at St.
Christopher's during the past year, as they are without a
priest. Here is a link to Jack's sermon on June 21, 2020 - the
50th anniversary of his ordination:
https://fb.watch/48GCAHB5cI/

Bovard’s Xavier finessing a frame(above); below, the pieces
made in Bovard’s workshop and Xavier showing the frames

Father of all, we pray to you for your servant John,
and for all those whom we love but see no longer.
Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon
them. May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
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Time to celebrate spring! Lenten Roses are named
for their blooming season matching Christian Lent.

A delight of daffodils and some Lenten Rose, too! Photos of Jeff and Carrie Swing's Montrose Drive garden.

News from outside the walls

I am happy to announce that Diocesan Convention, 2021 will
take place at the Marriott Hotel in Morgantown, on September
24, 25, 26. While details are still be established, it is expected that
Friday will be a day of Convention Business, and Saturday will be
the Day of Election. More details will be forthcoming. Also –
please hold the date of March 12, 2022 as the date of the
Consecration of the Bishop Coadjutor of West Virginia.
Presiding Bishop Curry has let us know that he is available
that day and looks forward to being with us for the
Consecration. A location has not been determined, but the date is
set! So, please come and join us! This is a time of celebration.
God bless you, all. I thank you for the privilege of being with
you all for these past 20 years, and I look forward to being with
you more. Yours in Christ,
+The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer,
Bishop of West Virginia 

Diocesan Convention and Consecration
of the Bishop Coadjutor
Dear Brothers and Sisters:
The past year has been one of disappointment and
learning. Much of what we used to do as just matter of fact, has
been changed or dropped. Going to a restaurant and eating inside
seems so unusual. We watch television shows, and ask ‘why
aren’t they wearing a mask?’ (and then we realize that the show
was taped 2 years ago). Holding a meeting with dozens of people
gathered is almost totally unheard of. Zoom meetings cuts out the
travel time and the expense. But, at what cost? We are
incarnational people, who gain knowledge just by being in the
physical presence of other people.
The Diocesan Convention of 2020 was held via Zoom, with
just the canonically required business being done. The social time,
and the ‘family gathering’ was missing.
But, with all of that being said, the Work of the Church
continues! And the business of the Diocese continues.
At the Convention of 2019, I called for the election of a
Bishop Coadjutor, so that we will have an orderly transition from
the 7th Bishop of West Virginia to the 8th. The Search Committee
has been working hard to keep the process of searching moving
forward. They are now at the time of receiving the names of
potential candidates. The discerning of the names will continue
for several months, culminating in the election of the next Bishop
at our Diocesan Convention in 2021.

Episcopal Church Toolkit
for COVID-19 Vaccination Distribution
The Episcopal Church’s Office of Government Relations has
developed a toolkit for individuals, congregations, and ministries to
facilitate and promote COVID-19 vaccine distribution in the United
States. This toolkit will be updated as new information and plans
become available. The Office of Government Relations also
continues to advocate for U.S. support in delivering vaccines to
countries being sidelined from vaccine distribution channels. To
stay up to date on these efforts, sign up for updates from The
Episcopal Public Policy Network.
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priest-in-charge
The Rev. Dr. Michelle Boomgaard

staff
Linda Workman
parish administrator
Mike Klausing
administrative assistant
Brenda Vanderford
acting choirmaster
Daniel Faber organist
Elizabeth Hancock sexton

vestry
Ray Lowther ’22, senior warden
Mary Fitzgerald ’23, junior warden
Bren Pomponio, treasurer
Ben Peck ’21, clerk
Jeannine Boothe ’21,
Tim Bradford ’21, Olive Meyer ’21,
David DeBolt ’22,
Christy Farris Morris ’22,
Maggie McCabe ’22,
Donna Hamra ’23, Jake Jarvis ’23,
Austin Susman ’23,

trustees
Dwight Foley, Brooks McCabe,
Bob Westmoreland, Julia Beury,
Ray Lowther

worship and
sacramental services
The Rev. Dr. Michelle Boomgaard
Christian formation
Godly Play and nursery
Bren Pomponio, Jessie Reckart
Journey to Adulthood
Austin Susman, Erin McGrath
Adult Forum Linda Workman
communications
“St. John’s Interchange”
Melora Cann
“This Week at St. John's”
and announcements TBA
Sunday service booklet
Mike Klausing, Linda Workman
Facebook TBA
website Blaine Mullins
other ministry contacts
acolyte masters
Matt Brown, Brian MacAulay
Altar Guild Karon Myers
archives Mary Fitzgerald
Compassionate Cities /interfaith
TBA

Concerts@St.John's David DeBolt

The Episcopal Church supports
the Equality Act
Episcopal Public Policy Network: Members of the US House of
Representatives recently reintroduced the Equality Act (H.R. 5)
with 223 cosponsors. This bill is a piece of federal legislation that
would for the first time include sexual orientation and gender
identity alongside race, gender, religion, national origin, age, and
disability as protected classes where federal law bans
discrimination. The Equality Act passed in the House in May
2019, but it never received a vote in the Senate.
The Episcopal Church fully supports people of all sexual
orientations and gender identities as children of God and
recognizes their entitlement to full civil rights. In 2009, General
Convention passed four resolutions supporting the lives and
ministries of transgender people both within and outside the
church, two of which urged support of transgender equality at
the federal, state, and municipal levels. Convention has
supported similar efforts to the Equality Act such as the
Employment Non-Discrimination Act, which proposed
including sexual orientation and gender identity-based
protections in federal employment law (GC '09).

Education for Ministry
Beth Marquart, mentor
eucharistic ministers and lectors
Christa Hamra
eucharistic visitors TBA
evangelism
Maggie McCabe, Tim Bradford
greeters Dwight Foley
Handbell Choir Ray Lowther
Knitting Group Mary Ann Deison
Manna Meal
Tim Bradford
Op Shop Cindy Melton
pastoral care
Olive Meyer, Mary Ann Deison
outreach
Donna Hamra, Christy Morris
parish life Brian Hamra
property
Mike Klausing and Linda Workman
Reading Camp
Margaret Lieberman, Melinda DiCarlo
Straight and Gay Alliance
Travis Baldwin
stewardship Fred Boothe
ushers Christy Morris
verger Bob Westmoreland

Last summer, Presiding Bishop Curry and President of the
House of Deputies Jennings signed onto an amicus brief with other
faith leaders and organizations for the Bostock v. Clayton County
Supreme Court case regarding LGBTQ discrimination in the
workplace. In a historic decision, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
the 1964 Civil Rights Act protects gay, lesbian, and transgender
employees from discrimination based on sex. The Equality Act
would also extend protections to include housing, education, access
to public spaces, and more.
As it stands today, less than half of all states have explicit laws
banning discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender
identity despite broad support from the American public for
providing protections. The Equality Act would guarantee these
long-overdue protections in every state by providing explicit
language for protection in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Fair
Housing Act, the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, and more.
By advocating against discriminatory laws, by supporting
non-discrimination laws, by seeking to better understand gender
identity and expression as part of God’s creation of humanity, and
by communicating our position as Christians to our leaders and
elected officials, we make tangible our promise to respect the
dignity of every human being.

