
 

Saint John’s 
 

IInntteerr        hhaannggee  
 

  St. John’s Mission Statement  
We reach out to the world in Christ’s name in the hope that all might find a home in God’s healing love. 

       
                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

Sundays January 15, 22 and 29, 2012 

5th, 6th and 7th Sundays after Epiphany 

 

Sundays February 5, 12, 19  

and 26, 2012 

8th, 9th and Last Sundays after Epiphany 

And 1st Sunday of Lent 

 

  8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist  

  8:45 a.m.     Lectionary Study and Group Discussion, 

library 

  9:00 a.m.     Nursery open for infants to age 5,  

Room 297  

(See Page 4 for youth classes’ schedule) 

  9:30 a.m.     Adult Forum, Room 109  

(see program listings below)  

10:30 a.m.     Holy Eucharist, with choir 

11:30 a.m.     Coffee Hour, Hunter Hall 

 

AAdduulltt  FFoorruumm  PPrrooggrraammss  

 

Jan. 15 - Shawn Means, executive director of Habitat for 

Humanity, has a lot of new things scheduled for 2012. 
 

Jan. 22 - Join parishioner Beth Marquart  as she speaks 

about “Rules of Life,” perhaps a timely topic for the Saints  

of John as we remember who we are as we move forward. 
 

Jan. 29 - To be announced.  
 

Feb. 5 - A special forum will feature a warrior from the 

French and Indian War.  All you history buffs will be 

thrilled!  The war began with a dispute over the Allegheny 

and Monongahela Rivers and most of West Virginia was 

included in the disputed land. It was fought between 1754 

and 1763 just 100 years before statehood. 
 

Feb. 12 – Diane White, an accomplished artist in the 

Charleston community, will talk about art. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

By Becky Burns 
  

We will celebrate Shrove Tuesday on Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. -- our 

last day to feast before Lent begins -- with an array of pasta 

dishes and salads prepared by our St. John’s chefs. The rest of 

you are invited to bring your most sinful dessert.  

  Suggested donation for the dinner is $5 per person 

over the age of 12, $3 for children ages 7-12, free for children 

under age 7, and a maximum of $15 per family. Wine will be 

available for purchase. Donations will be used to defray the 

cost of the event with leftover funds being donated to our 

local outreach ministries. Please plan to attend and bring 

friends and family for an evening of celebration and feasting.  
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Schedule of Worship 

LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  CChhaannggeess  

 

At the meeting of the Vestry on Jan. 9, 2012, the following slate 

of officers was elected to serve this year: Diane Hendricks, senior 

warden; Phyllis Atwood, junior warden, Ray Shackleford, 

treasurer; and Doris Redfield, clerk.  

Also, Bishop Klusmeyer has appointed The Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson as priest in charge, and the Vestry has endorsed 

her staying at St. John’s through mid-May. This time will adjust 

in accord with an interim rector’s arrival and Ann’s accepting a 

new call to ministry. 

May the light of Christ shine brightly to lead our way in 

these weeks and months ahead. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 

The first day of Lent, 

Ash Wednesday, 

will be observed at St. John's 

with two services at 12 noon and 

7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 22. 

 

PPaassttaa  DDeelliigghhttss  aanndd  SSiinnffuull  DDeesssseerrttss  



 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson presided at the meeting as 

priest-in-charge at the direction of Bishop 

Klusmeyer. 

The outgoing Vestry approved:  moving $38,396 from the 

endowment account to cover debt incurred over the 

past year from the restricted/designated funds; 

 moving $17, 504 from the endowment account to 

cover the balance of the church's diocesan 

assessment; to continue funding expenses for January 

2012 based on rates for December 2011 until a 

budget can be finalized at a later date. 

The following outgoing Vestry was thanked for their service: 

 Steve Chionsini, Leah Macia and Ray Shackleford. 

The meeting reconvened with following new members: 

 Phyllis Atwood, Travis Baldwin, Melinda DiCarlo, 

Sarah Kimble, Doris Redfield and Larry Rowe.  

 There was discussion around the Bishop's decision regarding 

eligibility of Vestry members as well as eligibility of 

existing members to hold office.  It was 

acknowledged that although the Bishop's instructions 

have been honored that those who need additional 

information are free to contact the Standing 

Committee.  A letter from Mark Seitz, Standing 

Committee president, was read aloud. 

The following slate of officers was presented and approved: 

Diane Hendricks, senior warden;  Phyllis Atwood, 

junior warden;  Doris Redfield, clerk;  and Ray 

Shackleford, treasurer 

The Vestry voted to continue Ann Lovejoy Johnson's ministry 

at St. John’s through May 14, 2012, at current salary 

and benefits. 

Brief reports from the following committees included:   

Music and Worship - supply clergy have been asked 

to assist in Rev. Johnson’s  absence.  They will be 

notified and scheduled as needed. 

Adult Christian Formation- a Lenten series is in the 

works.  

Fellowship Group - although temporarily "tabled" 

this group will reconvene later this month. 

A one-day Vestry retreat will be held Saturday Jan. 28,  with 

the possibility of a lengthier retreat upon arrival of an 

interim priest. 

Vestry installation will be Sunday, Jan. 29 at both services. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.  

Next scheduled meeting is Feb. 13. 

 

 

Finance Committee: The committee recommends we pay the 

Diocesan assessment for November. This is the first 

month the income line has exceeded expenses. At the 

Sept. 12 the Vestry resolved that: “The monthly 

Diocesan Assessment of $7,835 be paid only to the 
extent that funds are available from monthly income 

after payment of other monthly expenses.” Hamrick 

moved the vestry pay the November diocesan 

assessment; Pomponio seconded; motion carried. 

Stewardship Report: As of Dec. 12, 2011, the Stewardship 

Committee has received 77 pledges totaling 

$231,000. Walker moved to approve the stewardship 

report; Pomponio seconded; motion carried. 

Associate Rector Report: Rev. Johnson reported that we are 

now seeking at least one child care worker. Two of 

our nursery staff have moved on. 

Vestry Elections: Motion from Garcelon that Melinda DiCarlo 

and Travis Baldwin share the one-year term that was 

vacant. Walker seconded and the motion carried. 

Walker will discern the remaining vacancies and how 

they are to be filled by the elected members by 

plurality, and share the findings with the rest of the 

Vestry. 

New Committee: Pomponio moved a committee be formed to 

determine an independent canonical opinion to 

clarify current standing of the Vestry and whether 

going through with the recent election was or was not 

in accordance of the canons by following title III, 

section 5. Garcelon seconded; motion carried.  

 

 

 
Centerpiece for the Madrigal Dinner in Dec. 2011. See much 

more on the Madrigal evenings on page 5.  
Photo by Betty Jo Lloyd. 
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Highlights of Vestry Meeting 

for Jan. 9, 2012 

Highlights of Vestry Meeting 

For Dec. 12, 2012 



 

By Ray D. Shackleford 
 

 “The world asks  “What does a man own?” Christ 

asks, “How does he use it?” (Andrew Murray).  While 

stewardship involves our financial resources, it’s not 

limited to it.  As members of the Body of Christ we 

have our talents and time to share with the church.  

  When we look at stewardship as a discipline 

of the entire person, we began to realize how connected 

we are to each other.  We begin to build “the 

foundation on the rock so that when the floods come,  

and the stream beats against the house, it will not be 

shaken, for it is founded on the rock.” (Luke 6:48).  

 Stewardship also involves our relationships 

with each other. “Be kind and compassionate to one 

another, forgiving each other, just as Christ forgave 

you.” (Ephesians 4:32).  Living a compassionate and 

forgiving life honors the commitment that Christ made 

for us by His death on the cross.  When we live in right 

relationship with one another, we begin to reflect God’s 

love to those outside our church walls.   

  This year stewardship is going to take on a 

new face.  It’s not going to be a “financial budget” item 

we tackle during our fall pledge campaign.  We are 

going to focus on different ways we can honor God and 

live in community with each other as “stewards.”  

David Ramkey and I had the opportunity to attend a 

stewardship conference in 2011 that helped change our 

way of thinking.  I’m excited about what God  has in 

store for us in 2012.  As we bless others with our gifts 

and talents, I truly believe God will bless us.  

   In December 2011, we had a positive month 

financially in the church.  Our revenue exceed our 

expenses by around $8,344.  Our investments have also 

begun to grow again.  As most of us know, the markets 

saw a lot of downward trend in 2011.  Hopefully as the 

economy begins to improve, our investments will also 

see some significant growth.    As your treasurer,  I 

want to thank all those who have made their financial 

pledges for 2012.  Your commitment to St. John’s will 

make sure we are living our mission statement. “We 

reach out into the world in Christ name in the hope that 

all might find a home in God’s healing love.”. You, the 

members of St. John’s, are the ones who enable St. 

John’s to minister to this great community.  My prayer 

and hope is that we will be able to look back on 2012 

and see a year filled with purposeful ministry. 

   If you have not yet made your pledge for 

2012, it’s not too late.  Stewardship is not a one-time 

act, it’s an ongoing process that involves discernment.  

Stewardship is the process that allows the Holy Spirit to 

guide us in giving of our time, treasures and talents as 

we are moved upon to do.   I’m honored to be your 

treasurer and pledge my time as well as my treasure 

and talents for the building of the kingdom of God.  

May God richly bless St. John’s this year is my prayer. 
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WIFF does lunch! 

 
Archive sales help finance efforts of our archivist Janet Morris, seen 
here on the right, with Juanita Reed.  All photos on this page by Betty Jo Lloyd. 

 

Financial Thoughts 

from the Treasurer 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Young Saints 
of John 

 

Our Sunday Schedule 
 

Nursery  
(Infants – age 5)  

Room 297 - Each Sunday  
from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon  

 

Godly Play  
(Grades PK- 6) Room 298 
Each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Journey to Adulthood Program 
 

Rite 13 (Grades 7 & 8) - Room 224 

Jan 22, Feb 12 & 26, Mar 11 & 25 
 

J2A (Grades 9 & 10) - Third Floor 

Jan 22, Feb 12 & 26, Mar 11 
 

For more information contact the 
church office at 304-346-0359 

 

 
Dan McDonald is St. Nicholas at Dec. 2011 service. 

Photo by Betty Jo Lloyd 

 

Christian Formation for Children and Youth 
 

Nursery Staff Changes  
 

Two of our nursery staff, Rachel Scarpelli and Nicole Stegall, have moved on. Rachel 

resigned to have time for her full life of family, school and work.  She had been with 

us since April 2010.  

  Coming on board on Jan. 8
 
was Mitra Roohollahi. She is a graduate of the 

University of Charleston where she was a pre-med biology student. During college she 

worked as a youth counselor with the Daymark agency.  She has experience as a 

nursing assistant and medication technician.  She is delighted to be joining staffer 

Stephanie Wright in the nursery. Please give Mitra a warm welcome.  

 

Acolytes Recognized for Faithful Service 

 

Sunday, Jan. 8, was a wonderful day in the life of St. John's. That was the day that all 

our acolytes were recognized for their faithful service to our congregation.  A total of 

17 young people were recognized, including three new acolytes and three high school 

seniors.  As part of the ceremony, acolytes who had served St. John's and other 

Episcopal and Anglican congregations were recognized as well.  Thanks to all acolytes 

-- past and present -- for their wonderful work and faithfulness to service.  

 

 
2012 Acolytes:  Acolytes pictured (in alphabetical order): Anna Barrett; Catherine, Ellen, Evan, Maddy and 
Molly Blackwood; Makayla and Makenzie Jones, Shauna McQuerrey, Collin Morris, Landon Palmer, Jocelyn 
Taylor, Dominique Tyson and Minne Urhie.  Not pictured: Jacob Miller, Elena Pomponio and Mika Vickers.  

 

 
New Acolytes:  New acolytes inducted Jan. 8 are 
Makayla and Makenzie Jones and Minne Urhie.  

 

 
Seniors: Receiving silver crosses as high school seniors 
were Shauna McQuerrey, Collin Morris and Catherine 
Blackwood.       Photos by Carrie Swing, Acolyte Supervisor 
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MMaaddrriiggaall  22001111——  AA  HHuuggee  SSuucccceessss  

By Becky Burns 

The 16
th
 performance of Madrigal exceeded all 

expectations! We had sell-out crowds both evenings and we 

raised $1700 for our outreach ministries. I know I always 

say, “This one was the best ever,” but I truly believe it this 

year. I don’t recall a time when the audience was more 

involved.  

  Chef Gary Needham created a sumptuous English 

feast complete with roast beef and Yorkshire pudding, a most delicious roasted pear salad with 

Cheshire cheese and walnuts, and an apple dumpling for dessert that was nothing short of 

outrageous!.As our guests were leaving the hall, they were still talking about the food. And, Chef 

Gary received a standing ovation. Special thanks go to Sandy Morris, Archie Morris, Karen Simon, 

and Dale Snyder for doing a wonderful job as sous chefs.  

  The Half-Act Players would like to thank our Madrigal angels, Stray Dog Antiques and Tom 

Vanderford, for making a very special dinner possible. We also thank the many volunteers who helped 

with food preparation, food service, decorating, and cleaning up. Libby and Gardner Stultz were 

wonderful hosts for the pre-dinner reception in 

109. They also served food along with Jo 

Blackwood, Evan Blackwood, Donna Hamra, 

Bob Swartz, Sara Walker, Blaine Mullins, Dana 

Kelly, Cindy Melton, Makenzie Jones, Makayla 

Jones, Dale Snyder, Melinda DiCarlo, Tricia Poe, 

Lia Palmer, Dominique Tyson, Archie Morris, 

Sandy Morris, James Thibeault, Karen Glazier, 

Kathy Wood, Eric Wood, Joe Bolyard, and Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson. Rose Smith, Carter Blundon, 

Georgia Hamra, Mary Coburn, Cindy Melton, 

and Michelle Walker transformed Hunter Hall 

into a medieval banquet hall with lovely 

decorations and table settings. We also thank 

Jean Simpson and Manna Meal staff for their 

assistance in the kitchen. 

  No thank you would be complete 

without mention of our Madrigal wizard Brenda 

Dearien who did everything from printing 

programs, to taking reservations, to serving food. 

We couldn’t have done it without her. 

  For me, the best part was the fun and 

fellowship we all had working together to create 

a wonderfully festive evening for our guests. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Becky Burns is St. John’s 

Madrigal Queen at the 2011 
performances. 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

    
 

    
All photos on this page by Betty Jo Lloyd 
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$1,400 RAISED FOR MANNA MEAL 

 
Otis Laury. Photo courtesy of Kenny Kemp, Charleston Gazette 

 

 
Manna Meal photo by Jean Simpson. 

 
Behind the scenes at Manna Meal’s kitchen.   Photo by Betty Jo Lloyd 

 
A bake sale at St. John’s! Inset: more helping hands at the sale! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otis Laury Launches New ‘Career’  
There’s another side to Charleston’s chef extraordinaire and 

longtime restaurateur Otis Laury. For many years he has been 

volunteering at Manna Meal, cooking, serving, picking up and 

delivering food.  

But now he has helped in a totally different way. He 

created wonderful knitted scarves that are truly works of art.  

And he offered 50 percent of the sale proceeds to Manna Meal 

soup kitchen, which resulted in a donation of $1,400.  

The scarves were sold at Ivor’s Trunk, 819 Lee St., 

where there are still a few available. 

 

Next Interchange 

Your church newsletter will return to monthly publication as 

of the March issue. Deadline to submit items and photos is 

Monday, Feb. 27, at 2 p.m.  But earlier submission is 

appreciated and often necessary.  Please send material to co-

editors julkemp@yahoo.com and meloracann@yahoo.com.

Manna Meal asks for specific donations 

 

Manna Meal needs 

men’s blue jeans and 

peanut butter. Jeans 

should be sizes 30 to 

46 inch waist and any 

length, but please 

make certain they are 

long pants only. 

Peanut butter can be 

any brand and any 

size jar. Please bring 

your donations to 

Manna Meal Soup 

Kitchen, the back 

door off the alley, 

seven days a week, 

from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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Photos by Betty Jo Lloyd  
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The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone 

for your support and generosity throughout 2011.  We 

have been averaging $250 a month from the money 

generated by using the Kroger card. Here are some of the 

organizations and projects we supported in 2011: 

  

Good Riddance Project 

East End Family Resource Center 

Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure  

Rea of Hope Fellowship Home 

SAGA 

Covenant House 

Bike & Build 

Hubbard Hospice House 

Spokes4Folks 

Hope Unity Development Corp 

(West Side Mentoring Program) 

Islamic Center Ramadan feast 

RCCR 

Daymark 

Manna Meal 

Christ’s Kitchen at St. Mark’s 

A possible mission trip to Cuba 

  
None of this would be possible without your help. We are 

anticipating more need in our community in the coming 

year, so keep using that Kroger card! We wish all of you 

and your loved ones a happy, healthy and successful 

2012!  

 

Mid-Winter Birthdays 

Pray for the lives and ministries of those celebrating 

birthdays from Jan. 15 through Feb. 28:  

 Jan. 18 – Walter Funk and Raymond Smith; Jan. 

19 – Scott Kaminski and Brooks McCabe; Jan. 20 – Seth 

Ramsey and Bob Swartz; Jan. 22 – Stephen Lewis, Sallie 

Milam and Doris Redfield; Jan. 23 – Kathryn Hilts; Jan. 

25 – Hunter Birckhead; Jan. 26 – Molly John, Olive 

Meyer and Guy Vitaglione; Jan. 28 – Jeff Gibson; Jan. 29 

– Mary Anne Maul,and Joan McDonald; Jan. 30 – 

Brandon Ramsey. 

 Feb. 2 – Paula Farris and Katie McCabe; Feb. 3 – 

Dominique Tyson; Feb. 4 – Judith Wellington; Feb. 5 – 

Joseph Farris, Jr. and Julianne Kemp; Feb. 6 – Robert 

Jones; Feb. 7 – Amy Hively; Feb. 10 – Diana Masso; Feb. 

11 – Bill Cooke; Feb. 12 – Corey Farris and  Rick 

Winnell; Feb. 14 – Page Hamrick; Feb. 15 – Dotti 

Thomas and Adrienne Walker; Feb. 18 – Steve Thomas; 

Feb. 19 – Jesse Snyder; Feb. 20 – Ellen Archibald; Feb. 

21 – Anil Kuruvilla; Feb. 22 – Mary Coburn; Feb. 23 – 

Carter Blundon and Benjamin Robinson; Feb. 27 – Jack 

Dienst; and Feb. 28 – Forrest Akers. 

Lenten Study Series Starts Feb. 26 

By the Adult Formation Committee 

Do you hear people saying “I am spiritual but not religious”?  Are 

you wondering why attendance is declining in most mainline 

churches?  Are you worried about the visibility and influence of 

fundamentalist churches in the US ? Are you curious about the 

popularity of “mega” churches?  Are you perplexed about how 

traditional Christianity can survive in our postmodern world?  

 Phyllis Tickle, an eminent Episcopal Church scholar, says 

that “Every five hundred years the church cleans its attic and has a 

giant rummage sale . . . and, according to this pattern we are living 

in such a time right now.” She, and many others such as Marcus 

Borg, Brian McLaren and Rowan Williams call this “the  

Emerging Church .” 

  We will explore this “great rummage sale” on five 

Sunday evenings in Lent. We start at 5 p.m. with a simple 

supper.   Next we will listen to a presentation from an expert from 

outside St. John’s.  Our hope is that we can find people from 

various Christian traditions.  Following this we will break into 

small groups for discussion.  The evening will conclude with a 

short worship which will differ in style each time. 

  As we are all very aware, St. John’s is in a time of 

transition.  We are hoping that this series will help guide us into 

finding our future direction.   Please mark your calendars for five 

Sunday evenings starting Feb. 26. More details and the time frame 

will appear in the next Interchange and by email. 
  

Thanks, Christmas Decorators 

Those attending Christmas or New Year’s services were treated to 

a gorgeous display of holiday décor. A huge evergreen tree 

decorated with Chrismon symbols in the main church, small pine 

trees flanking the chapel altar and an embankment of bright red 

poinsettias framed in pine roping were placed there on Dec. 22 by 

members of the Altar Guild and other friends. 

 Carter Blundon, guild leader, wishes to thank the crew led 

by decorating guru Forrest Akers, assisted by Mary Knighton, 

Barbara Knight, Mary Coburn, Phyllis Atwood, Dee Blundon and 

seven-year-old Ainsley Blundon, an expert at sweeping up errant 

pine needles. 
 

Hospice Topic for WIFFF 
The next meeting of Women In Faith, Fun and Fellowship 

(WIFFF) will be on Thursday, Jan. 12, at 11:30 a.m. in the Molly 

Warwick Room and Room 209. Speaker will be Lillian Shaffer 

from Hospice.  The Shawl ministry will meet following lunch.  A 

donation of $6 is requested and reservations may be made by 

calling the church office at 304 346-0359, ext. 10. 

In Memoriam 
 

With sadness we share the news of the death of Dawn 

Gallo, daughter of parishioners Tony and Shirley 

Gallo.  A celebration of her life was held on Dec. 21 

at Snodgrass Funeral Home, South Charleston. 
 

Let light perpetual shine upon her. 
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Outreach 2011 



SStt..  JJoohhnnôôss  EEppiissccooppaall  CChhuurrcchh,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  WWVV  
 

Established 1837 ~ Present Building consecrated 1901 ~ A Jubilee Center since 1985 

Please address correspondence to:  1105 Quarrier Street, Charleston, WV 25301-2493 
Telephone 304/346-0359  /  Facsimile 304/342-2810   Website: www.stjohnswv.org 

 

 

 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 
Priest-in-Charge 

 
 

Brenda Maurice Vanderford 
Organist / Choirmaster 

 

David Morton 
Assisting Organist / Choirmaster 

 

Brenda Dearien 
Parish Administrator 

 

Bob Westmoreland 
Verger 

 
 

Dan Williams 
Custodian 

 

Vestry 
 

 

Diane Hendricks ‘13 
Senior Warden 

 

Phyllis Atwood ‘15 
Junior Warden 

 

 

Ray Shackleford 
Treasurer 

 

Doris Redfield ‘15 
Clerk 

 

Larry Rowe ‘15 

Travis Baldwin ‘15 

Ann Garcelon ‘14 

Page Hamrick ‘14 

Liz Nix ‘14 

Melinda DiCarlo ‘14 

Bren Pomponio ‘13 

Michelle Walker ‘13 

Sarah Kimble ‘13 
 

David Ramkey 
Assistant Treasurer 

 

Diane Hendricks 
& David Ramkey 

Finance

 

Becky Burns  
Parish life 

 

Donna Hamra  
Outreach 

 
Evangelism/New Member 

Vestry Liaison  
Diane Hendricks 

 

  
 

Mike Klausing  
Property 

 
Barbara Walker  

Adult Forum 
 

  
 

Carrie Swing 
Acolytes 

 
 

Bob Miller 
Ushers 

 

Warren Upton 
Chancellor 

 

Carter Blundon 
Altar Guild 

 

Betty Jo Lloyd 
Worship Rota 

 

Janet Morris 
Archives 

 

 SAGA 
 

Martha Cole 
Registrar 

 

Ann Garcelon 
The Back Door  

Thrift Shop 
 
 

Julianne Kemp 
& Melora Cann 

Interchange  
Co-Editors

I Am a Newcomer 

Won’t you please . . . Smile at me as I walk in the door. You are my first impression of 

the church during the first few minutes I am in your building, and the first impression will 

probably stay with me a long time . . . Help me find my place in the service. I will not 

find your help intrusive. In fact, I will remember your kindness . . . Speak to me during 

the coffee hour. I know you want to see your friends and finish that piece of committee 

business, but I may find it hard to believe that you truly care for each other unless I first 

see evidence that you are there for “the stranger in your midst.” 

. . . Tell me good things about your church and your priests. I want to believe that I have 

come to a place where people love each other and where they believe that they are doing 

something exciting and important for the Lord . . . Notice me -- even if I’m not a 

“family.” I don’t want to feel invisible just because I’m unmarried, a single parent, a 

teenager or an older person . . . Talk to me again the second week when I come back, and 

the third and the fourth. I am still not part of your parish family. 

. . . Invite me to become a part of some church group or organization. I need more than 

worship every Sunday. I need to know that I am accepted and affirmed by a group of 

people within the church who know me by my first name and who care about me as an 

individual . . . If you can find it in your heart to do these things for me, I will come back -

- the second Sunday, the third, and maybe forever. I will worship with you, join your 

choir, work at your fair, teach in your church school, and, in doing so, I will find my own 

life immeasurably enriched as a result of becoming a member of your church. 

  
 

  
 

  

    

From the archives we reprint this 1994 article originally submitted by B.J. Riley which also was printed in May 2002. 
 As St. Johnôs enters a new era, we feel it is a timely reminder. 

 

Some smiling faces of welcome.  

All photos on this page by Betty Jo Lloyd 

http://www.stjohnswv.org/

