Annual Parish Meeting on Nov. 14
by John Canfield

Our annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, Nov.
14, at 9:15 a.m. in Hunter Hall. A continental breakfast
will be provided by the Parish Life Committee.

One of the most important items of business during
this meeting will be the election of four new Vestry
members to replace the retiring members whose terms are
expiring. We will also elect three delegates to represent St.
John’s next year at the 2011 West Virginia Episcopal
Diocesan Convention. Other business items will include a
financial report from the treasurer and a state of the parish
report from the rector.

Pursuant to the Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of
West Virginia, only those persons who are: (1) baptized;
(2) age 16 years or older; and (3) have been regular
worshippers and regular contributors known to the
treasurer for the three-month period immediately
preceding the election are eligible to cast election ballots
during an annual meeting.

As was the case last year, absentee ballots will not be
used for this year's election. Persons wishing to cast ballots
to elect Vestry members and convention delegates must
attend the Parish Meeting in person. Balloting will take
place in Hunter Hall from 9:15 a.m. until the start of the
10:30 worship service. Ballots will not be distributed or
collected in the sanctuary once worship begins at 10:30
a.m.

You may recall that the issue of absentee ballots
arose last year. At that time the Diocesan Chancellor
advised that the use of absentee ballots for elections at the
annual Parish Meeting is not permitted by the Canons of
our church. In response to that situation, our St. John's
Vestry approved a resolution earlier this year calling for a
change in the Canons to permit the use of absentee
ballots. The resolution was crafted by our Convention
Alternate Beth Marquart and was taken to the Diocesan
Convention last month by our Delegates Brooks McCabe,
Beth Hamrick and Michelle Walker. Our Rector Susan
Latimer spoke in favor of the resolution on behalf of St.
John's at the convention.
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However, our resolution was referred to the
Diocese's Canons and Constitution Committee for further
review. That committee will report back on our proposal
at the Diocesan Convention next year in 2011 -- at which
time the convention may or may not take action.

In the meantime, the use of absentee ballots is still
not permitted by the Canons of our Diocese for elections
during the annual Parish Meeting.

All parishioners are encouraged to attend this
important meeting.

Schedule for Worship

Sundays,October 3,10,17,24 & 31,2010
Nineteenth through Twenty-Third
Sundays after Pentecost

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

8:45 a.m. Lectionary Study and Group Discussion,
library

9:00 a.m. Nursery open for infants to age 5, Room 297

9:15a.m. Sunday School classes for youth(see page 4)

9:30 a.m. Adult Forum, (please see program listings
below) Room 109

10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, with choir

11:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour,Hunter Hall

October Adult Forum Speakers

v Oct. 3— Priest's Warden John Canfield will give a
progress report on Manna Meal's kitchen
renovation project.

v Oct. 10— Dr. Robert Newman, professor emeritus
of religion at the University of Charleston, will
enlighten us through “Getting to Know Islam.”

v Oct. 17 — Parishioner Margaret Lieberman,
executive director of Fund For the Arts,
will discuss "The Arts and Economic Prosperity."

v Oct. 24 - Melissa Doty, new CEO of Covenant
House, will discuss its operation and some of her
experiences there.

v Oct. 31— All Saints’ Eve. Who better to recognize
than our own patron saint, John? Our docent will
be Parishioner Larry Rowe.



New Season Brings New Life to Our Church
By The Rev. Susan J. Latimer

Dear Saints of John,

The past few weeks at St. John's have been full of signs of new life. The ew Rite 13 group
(6th and 7th graders - 10 youth and 3 leaders) met for a cookout at our haise, and the energy
of this group is something to be watched! The Living Into the Heart of Christianity gro up (15
folks) which meets on Wednesday evenings includes four brand new members, and several
others who have come to St. John's in the past couple of years. Many of thé group will be
confirmed or received by our Bishop on All Saints' Sunday, Nov. 7.

Sunday, Sept. 19, was the start-up of the program year -- how wonderful to have our
choir back in full force -- and so many folks of all ages participating in our Christia n
Formation programs. | am particularly impressed by the numbers of folks who have volunteered to teach, mentor or
facilitate these many groups. The formation programs we offer for children and yo uth, particularly Godly Play, and The
Journey To Adulthood Program (Rite 13, J2A, YAC) offer a depth of experiential learning that requires a strong
commitment from parents, students, and leaders. This type of learning also offers children, youth, and leaders the
opportunity to be transformed as they take this journey of faith together. | am convince d that these programs are the best
available in our tradition -- and at present only St. John's is offering them in our area. Thank you to all of you, and to
Ann+ who has put together this amazing team!

Many of you participated in the first part of our Alban Institute consultation, which  filled an entire weekend in
mid-September. Thank you to everyone who offered their time and energy to this proj ect, as we work together for
healing and a stronger community.

During the month of October, | invite you to look around you for more si gns of new life, signs of God working in
our midst. | pray that we continue to become the community that God intends fo r us to be -- deepening our own lived
faith -- living "the heart of Christianity” as we reach out to embrace this hurting world witht he love of Christ.

In Christ, Susan+
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Bishop to Visit St. John's Nov. 7 Clergy On Call

Bishop Michie Klusmeyer will visit St. John’s on

Sunday, Nov. 7, The Feast of All Saints, at thel0:30
a.m service. Baptism Confirmation, Reception, and
Re-affirmation of Faith will be observed. A special
Coffee Hour in Hunter Hall will follow the service.

In case of a pastoral emergency, call the on-call priest
and she will respond. You can also call the church
office, 304 346-0359. The after-hours message includes
the emergency number.

The Rev. Susan J. Latimer+
cell —304 926-4554

Celebrate October Birthdays

Pray for the lives and ministries of those celebrating Octg
birthdays: Oct. 1, Jim Lewis and Ostin William®ct. 2,
Thomas Brown; Oct. 3Christian Rowe; Oct. 4, John Beit;
Oct. 5, Bonnie Brown; Oct. 6, James Thibeualt; Oct.EBijn
Brewster;Oct. 9, Bob Cochran; Oct. 10, Elliot Perrfct.
11, Joseph Jarvis; Oct. 12, Sara Birckhead; Oct. Effptt
Birckhead; Oct. 14, Cheryl Clements; Oct. 15Mechelle
Vickers-Singh; Oct. 16 Alexandra Macia, Blaine Mullins an

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson+
cell -304 951-7122
On-call Schedule:

Oct. 16- 23— Ann+
Oct. 36- Nov. 6 — Ann+

Oct. 3—9—-Susan+
Oct. 24— 29— Susan+

Sara Wright;Oct. 17, Wesley Goodwin and Mildred Howie
Oct. 18, Lew Cole; Oct. 21, Tim Richards; Oct. 23%ara
Walker; Oct. 24, Dale Snyder; Oct. 2Ben Canfield, Denise

Taize Services Resume

=

Giardina and Olivia efferds; Oct. 26Patricia Bartlett, Jog
Caudill, Betty Hamilton and Margaret Lieberma@ct. 28,
Maggie Morris;Oct. 29, Gene Coccari; Oct. 3Dara Brown
and Allison Hendricks; and Oct. 31, Ben Dettinger.
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The first Taize Service of the season will take
place on Sunday, Oct. 17, at 5 p.m. in the
chapel. All are welcome to come to this
quiet, meditative service lasting about 35
minutes.




Congregational Meeting Scheduled
with Consultant

Consultant Susan Nienaber of The Alban Institute will
return to St. John's for a two-day follow-up visit in

October. The purpose of this visit will be for Susan to
share her observations, findings and recommendations in
meetings with our clergy, staff, vestry and parish. Susan
will give an oral presentation to the entire congregation
during a special Parish Meeting. Copies of her written
report will be distributed to parishioners at the conclusion

of this congregational meeting.

The Congregational Meeting with consultant
Susan Nienaber is scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 19,
starting at 7 p.m. in the church sanctuary. All
parishioners are encouraged to attend this important
meeting.

In the meantime . .
Nienaber's return visit to St. John's .
that our entire congregation should band together and
read one book during these upcoming weeks:
Congregational Fitness: Healthy Practices for Lay Folk by
author Denise Goodman. Susan Nienaber suggests that
our congregation would be well served for her follow-up
visit if most of us have read this book prior to her return.

Copies of this book have been ordered from The
Alban Institute at a discounted rate. Brenda Dearien has
the books in the church office and they are also available
during coffee hour on Sundays. Our discounted cost is
$8.40 per book. Donations are welcome.

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this
important meeting on Oct. 19.

. while we're waiting for Susan

Parish Life This Fall

By Becky Burns

We started our new Christian Formation year on Aug. 29
with a wonderful salad and muffin buffet. Many thanks to
Randy McCoy, Jan and Al Kessler, Karen Glazier, Mary
Coburn, David Costelli, Randall Wagner, Parrish and Lora
Thompson, Ellen Archibald, Stephen Blake, and Brian
Hamra for making our first event a great success. And
thanks to other parishioners who brought salads and
muffins.

Our next event is High Tea following Evensong on
All Hallows Eve, Oct. 31, at 5 p.m. Since we are not sure
when the kitchen construction will begin, we are planning
to serve food that does not need to be heated. We will need
help from parishioners with donations of finger foods.

Finger sandwiches, cheese balls or cheese trays, crackers,

fruit trays, cold meat trays, and finger desserts are on our
list. Please plan to contribute to the High Tea and bring
your food on your own serving tray.

The Parish Life Committee is always open to new
volunteers. We have a wonderful core group of

. . she has suggested

parishioners who help with planning, set-up, and clean-up
for our events. Our group works well together with a
different team leader for each event. If you'd like to join
our committee and help with upcoming parish life events,
please contact Becky Burns by phone at 304 925-6759 or by
email at rebeccaburns@suddenlink.net
Upcoming events include a reception for the newly

confirmed after the 10:30 a.m. service on Nov. 7, and a
continental breakfast served at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday, Nov.
14, during our annual Parish Meeting.

Iron Railings Repaired!
Have you noticed that the hand railings on the church
steps on the corner of Quarrier Street and Leon Sullivan
Way have finally been repaired? The railings were
damaged during an automobile accident last year. It took
a long time to find someone who was willing and able to
repair our historic cast iron posts and rails. The damaged
posts and rails have now been repaired. New railings have
also been installed at the Quarrier Street side entrance
(near the church office). Congratulations to Property
Chairman Mike Klausing and the entire Property

Committee for seeing this difficult and lengthy project
through to its completion.

Iron Railings on Quarrier Street entrance to St. John’s
Photo by John Canfield

Welcome These New Members

We welcome the following new folks to St. John's —
members of the Living The Heart of Christianity class —
who will be received or confirmed by our Bishop in
November, becoming full members of St. John’s: Joshua
Bradford, Cameron Edwards, Dana Kelly and
Ben Robinson.

In addition to them, Travis Baldwin, Edd McDevitt
and Mary Kathryn Saville, who have been coming to St.
John’s for a couple of years, will be confirmed/received on

Nov. 7.
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The Young
Saints of John
Our Sunday Schedul

Nursery

(Infants-age 5)

9 a.m. to noon, in Room 2
with

Toddler Transition

(Ages 23) in Toddler Roor|

Bible story at 10:30 a.m

174

Godly Play

(Grades PK- 2)
9:15 a.m. in Room 298

Episcopal Children’s
Curriculum / ECC:

“St. John’s
Eages”

(Grades 3-5)
9:15 a.m. in Room 224

Journey to Adulthood
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Christian' Formation for Children and Yol

Fall
News

We are off and running! Classes for all grades are meeting Sundays at
9:15 a.m., children weekly and youth alternating weeks (see calendar
details). We will be welcoming a new nursery staff person to share the

care of our youngest ones. | am interviewing this week!

The Godly Play Orientation went well and we will be welcoming
another teacher. The Eagles team of teachers is expanding, too. There is

,9_/still time to speak up if you hear a calling to this ministry! The Rite 13 group is bursting at

the seams with 10 youths and three mentors. They will be swapping classrooms with the

Eagles.

The Rite 13 had a wonderful cookout to kick-off their new group (photos this issue) .
The new J2A group has taken over the spacious comfortable third floor. And the new
Young Adults in the Church (YAC) group is mourning the loss of the third flo or. They will

now be meeting in Room 209, leaving a path
to the coffee in Molly Warwick. On Sunday,
Oct. 3, they will offer the homily and share
their pilgrimage experiences.

Thank you to the six adults who
recently attended the Diocesan Safeguarding
God's Children (sexual abuse prevention)
training as preparation for their service with
the young Saints of John. We have a truly
amazing group of teachers and nine new
mentors this year. | look forward to
introducing them all to you in upcoming
issues.

Last month the new Charleston
Episcopal Youth got together for a movie and
pizza; see DiocesanThe Dayspringarticle. On
Saturday, Oct. 16, the Charleston Episcopal
Youth will go to the Cooper Farms corn maze
in Milton. Lots of adult chaperones are
needed! Thank you to all who contributed to
the youth’'s spaghetti dinner to benefit
Peterkin, our Diocesan camp, and to our
hardworking  youth  crew, with Julie
McQuerrey, Brian Hamra, and Stephen Blake.
Another delightful get-together hosted by our
young people. Many God bless us as we seek
to strengthen these ministries to which God
calls us! -- -Ann Lovejoy Johnson

Youth Reader Miinistry

Interested in joining the newly forming Youth
Reader Ministry? Youth will serve as lectors
the first Sunday of the month. Contact Dianna
Canfield at johnanddianna@hotmail.com.

Training and encouragement will be
offered!

W -
Maggie, Bren, and Juli@ur new
mentors!

More hotos on Page 8.
Photos by Ann Lovejoy Johnsc
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Time to Show Our Commitment

to the Community
By Bren Pomponio

| am writing this piece having just listened to Beth and
Page Hamrick’s wonderful stewardship talk at church.
For those of you that missed it, Beth and Page talked
about the fact that stewardship for them was about pride.
They explained that they give not out of guilt, but because
they are proud of our church. | could not agree more. |
was initially drawn to St. John’s over a decade ago
because of the community work the church has done.
Between Manna Meal, Covenant House, and the many
other social justice causes, St. John’s felt to me like a
community to which | wanted to belong, and to which |
wanted to contribute.

Our stewardship theme this year is “Community
is Our Passon.” The theme represents what has always
been the draw of St. John’s — the community. The legacy
of St. John’s has been an outgrowth of our community and
our commitment to making the community outside our
doors a better place. It is important for people to think
about that when they consider their pledges this year.

Just like most churches and other non-profit
organizations, we have been hurt by the recession. And it
was just in time for the economic downturn that we
needed some important, and costly, updates to our
physical plant. When | returned to the Vestry this January
and saw in our first meeting that our budget constraints
had resulted in the slashing of the Outreach budget to
$500, | was astounded. | had hoped at that time the
reduction was a temporary fix, and that as the economy
improved, we could work our way back to the current
levels. Now is the time for us to work our way back to
funding our programs at levels consistent with our
priorities. It is time for us to show our commitment to
community.

Most of you are aware that Manna Meal — the
constant reminder of St. John’s passion for community —
is undergoing an upgrade. The funds to make this
exciting new upgrade possible have been generously
donated. My point is that St. John’s does not bear any of
this cost. But of course we will benefit greatly from the
improvements. We should see the Manna Meal upgrade
as a challenge and an opportunity for St. John’s to match
this commitment to our community at large.

Stewardship is about us taking care of our church.
We are St. John’s. Who is going to take care of St. John’s if
not us? Where are the next generation of community
organizations and social justice programs going to
originate in Charleston if not here? And despite the
conflict that has burdened us over the past two years, we
need to keep up the good work that we have always done
-—the work that has made us all so proud.

So when you consider your pledge this year,
recall your passion for community. Think about what you
can do to make the St. John’s community and the
community outside our doors a better place. Consider
whether you are committed, as | am, to overcoming the
barriers we have experienced in our parish and in the
economy to fulfill the St. John’s legacy. Let's tap into the
pride Beth and Page talked about — the pride we all have
in our church.

By The Rev. Susan J. Latimer

As the Pastoral Care Ministry at St. John’s has been re
organized and expanded, a number of parishioners have
been invited into the ministry of Lay Pastoral Visitor.
These LPV’s were identified through a process of gifts
discernment. They minister under the direction of the
Rector and the Pastoral Care Ministry Team (Rector
Susan+, Associate Rector Ann+ and Linda Cooper, Vestry
Liaison ).

Linda Cooper and Susan+ led the training sessions
this past April. Over the summer, parishioners who
might be interested in having an LPV for ongoing
visitation / homebound / hospice / rehabilitation /
bereavement visits were identified by the team, and
contacted by Susan+, and those who so desired were
matched up with an LPV. The LPV group will meet
quarterly with the Rector for continued education and
support.

The following parishioners have completed the
Lay Pastoral Visitor training at St. John’s: Ellen Archibald,
Leota Bohnert, Stan Forrest, Sue Harpold, Diane
Hendricks, Una Karner, Beth Marquart and Fran Simone.

| give thanks for their willingness to offer
themselves for this important ministry. If you or someone
you know is interested in having a Lay Pastoral Visitor
minister with them, please contact me.

eion St John's Young Peop

If you are in the fourth grade or above, you are eligible to
become one of the few, the proud -- a St. John's acolyte!

Training for new acolytes will be held later this fall,
so if you are interested or have any questions, please let
Carrie  Swing know. Contact her at 744-9008 or
cpswing@aol.com

Our next issue of Interchange will cover the entire month
of November. Deadline to submit articles and photos will
be Monday, Oct. 25, at 2 p.m. Feel free to send your
material well in advance which is most helpful to your
editors.

Please send these items to_julkemp@yahoo.conor
bdearien@stjohnswv.org. Thanks for your help .




The Vestry has approved the construction project
proposed by Manna Meal's Board of Directors to renovate
the church kitchen.

Through the generosity of a private donor -- the
Henry Wehrle Family and Foundation -- a major gift has
been pledged to Manna Meal for the purpose of
renovating the church kitchen at St. John's. This gift will
provide for a complete renovation of the entire kitchen,
with new equipment and appliances and a newly-
designed work flow.

Construction is expected to begin around Nov. 1
and is anticipated to take approximately four months.
Manna Meal will continue to operate and will serve cold
meals in Hunter Hall during the construction. Hunter
Hall also will remain open and available for church
functions. The kitchen itself will not be usable during this
period. We have offered Manna Meal the use of empty
space next door in the St. Elizabeth House building during
construction. Manna Meal will use that space as a "cold
food preparation” area, while continuing to serve meals in
Hunter Hall.

Once completed, the only noticeable change in
Hunter Hall will be a slightly smaller stage area (a
shallower stage -- same width, but not as deep). As part
of this project, the Wehrle Family also has committed to
purchase a portable modular stage system for St. John's
which can be used for parish events.

The entire cost of this project will be covered
completely by the generous donation to Manna Meal. St.
John's will pay nothing and will incur no expenses
whatsoever for this project.

The end result of this project will be a completely
new state-of-the art commercial kitchen which will benefit
the Manna Meal program greatly. This is consistent with
our long-term commitment to Manna Meal through the
major sewer project we completed here last year.

We all know that any remodeling project is messy
and frustrating. | ask that we all do our best to tolerate
the temporary disruptions and to keep our eye on the end
result -- a wonderful new kitchen that will better serve
both Manna Meal and St. John's for generations to come.

The Women of Faith, Fun, and Fellowship will meet
Thursday, Oct. 14, for a luncheon and program at 11:30
a.m. in Room 209 and the Molly Warwick Room. Speaker
will be Lt. Ted Malone of the Charleston Police

Department on "Women's Safety in Charleston.” All
women are invited and a $6 lunch donation is suggested.
Please call Brenda at the church office, 304 346-0359, for a
reservation. The Prayer Shawl Ministry will follow.

205-

Help Spokes4Folks Attack Backlog
By Bruce Alan Wilson

Spokes4Folks/PedalersParadise seeks to help people who
need bicycles for basic transportation and to teach people
who have bikes to do basic maintenance on them.

We have been working out of a suite at
Habitat4Humanity's ReStore on Piedmont Road, across
from Green's Feed and Seed. However, Habitat needs that
space, and we have been asked to leave.

We have a huge backlog of donated bikes that need
to be fixed (if they can be) or stripped for spare parts if
they cannot. To anyone who knows one end of a wrench
from another, we can find something for you to do. If you
are not mechanically inclined, we can put you to cleaning
and sorting parts or other such jobs.

To teens and others who need to put in community
service time, we are a non-profit corporation, so your time
here will count. Just write down (a) your name and
contact information, (b) to whom we need to address the
letter and (c) how much time you can put in and send to
bdearien@stjohnswv.org

Kroger Cards Benefit Outreach

Our Kroger card
account continues
to grow. We have
received $3,211.92
to date! If you
need a card, please
see Donna Hamra.
Some of you have
had trouble with
your cards — no
problem, just give
Donna a call at 304
343-4709 and we will get it straightened out for you.
Thanks for shopping at Kroger which benefits our
Outreach fund.

The Bromley Episcopal Mission School for Girls in Liberia,
West Africa, is seeking assistance from the Episcopal
churches in the United States.

In January, our Presiding Bishop visited Bromley to
observe the restoration of their K-12 girls' boarding school
(it had been destroyed along with most of Liberia during
the prolonged civil war that ended six years ago).
Kimberly Johnson and Dr. John Hunt from Virginia will
be visiting our Adult Forum on Nov. 21 to share pictures
and stories of their work with the young girls of The
Bromley School who live in such poverty, but still
maintain hope to become doctors, start businesses, and
lead the country. Liberia's heritage and history are tightly
linked to our own, and the extensive ties that bind our

two nations may surprise you. -




Outreach to Host
Islamic Center

The Outreach Committee of
St. John’s is hosting a coffee
and desserts reception on
Saturday, Oct. 23, at 7 p.m. in
Hunter Hall. We are inviting

the members of the Islamic
Center for an evening of
fellowship. Everyone and

their families are welcome to

attend. We just ask that you
bring a dessert to serve, if
possible. If you have any
guestions, contact Donna
Hamra at 304 343-4709 or

nerleston, WV




