Dated Material, Deliver by Monprofit
Saturday, October 17, 2009 Organization
Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 1163
Charleston, WY

October 8, 2009, Vol. 49, No. 16

SUNDAYS OCTOBER 18 AND 25, 2009
TWENTIETH AND TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAYS
AFTER PENTECOST

8:00 am.  Holy Eucharist

8:45 a.m. Lectionary Study and Group Discussion, library

9:00 a.m.  Nursery open for infants to age 5, Room 297

9:15am.  Diana Masso, MA, LPC, KPCC staff therapist and St.
John's parishioner, will present “Compassionate
Communication and Parenting.” This model of
communication fosters heart-to-heart connections
and deepened relationships with presentations,
exercises and discussion, Room 208.

915am  Toddler Transition for 2-and 3-year-olds, Toddler
Room; Godly Play, grades K-2, Room 298; Episcopal
Children’s Curriculum: St. John's Eagles, grades 3-6,
Room 221; Second and fourth Sundays, Rite 13,
grades 7-8, Room 226; J2A, grades 9 to 11, third floor

9:30 am.  Adult Forum, Oct. 18, the Rev. Jim Lewis, former
rector of St. John's and founder of Patriots for Peace
will offer “A Potpourri of Observations and
Conversations,” Room 209; Oct. 25, There will be no
Adult Forum.

10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, with choir
11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour, Hunter Hall

Y

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revenled your glory among the nations: Preserve the
works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of

your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

,

St. John's Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, Nov. 15, 9:15 a.m. in Hunter Hall

Continental Breakfast provided by the Parish Life Committee
Election of New Vestry Members and Diocesan Convention Delegates



Dear Saints of John,
It is sometimes said that preachers have but one sermon which they
repeat over and over in endless variation. Such may be the case also
for Interchange articles! As I ponder what to share with you in these
first days of October in West Virginia, | am moved to give thanks,
again, for the movement of the Spirit in and among us, and for the
blessings we continually find, if we but open our eyes.

I give thanks for the enthusiasm of the young people in our
new church school program, One mother, whose child was hesitant
about coming, reported to me that after the first class of Godly play
her child came out full of excitement, saying, "l have to come back!"

I give thanks for the support for the behind-the-scenes work required for a funeral - for the
choir members giving of their time and energy, for the women in the funeral reception committee
who prepared the lovely reception in Hunter Hall, for the acolytes who gave up a Saturday
afternoon to add their important presence to this occasion, for the altar guild, for SAGA members -
some of whom did double duty staffing the SAGA table at Diocesan Convention.

I give thanks for the ministry of the garden committee, and for their retiring chair, Zeb
Wright, who created such beauty on our grounds after the mess of construction.

[ give thanks for our Vestry and especially John Canfield, our senior warden, who continues
to work for the health and vitality of this congregation.

I give thanks for our stewardship committee, and for Jan Kessler, its chair, who are helping
us to look carefully at our own faith and level of giving for God's work in the world.

I give thanks for our wonderful staff - Brenda Dearien, our administrator, for whom no job
is too small or too large; Dan Williams, our sexton, who is always ready to go the extra mile;
Brenda Vanderford and David Morton, our music director and organists, who continually bring
beauty into our worship; and for our clergy - The Rev. Denise Giardina+, our deacon, who
continues to bring the cares of the world to the church; and The Rev., Ann Lovejoy Johnson+, our
associate rector, who has completely re-constructed our children's program in a very short space of
time.

I invite you to search your lives for the work of the Spirit and the things for which you can
give thanks, for giving thanks to God is something that never grows old.

In Christ,
Susan+

Calling All Delegates

The 2010 WV Episcopal Diocesan Convention will be held in September 2010 in Flatwoods, WV.

During our Annual Parish Meeting on Nov. 15, St. John's will elect three delegates and one
alternate to represent our parish at the 2010 Convention. Persons interested in running for these
positions should contact Rector Susan Latimer and Senior Warden John Canfield as soon as
possible,
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St. John's: A Past
With A Future

Celebrating What We Have Been... ..
Comm:ﬁ:ng to What We Will Be

By John Canfield

When 1 lived in Washington,
DC., 20 years ago, my
apartment was just a few
blocks away from the
National Cathedral. I loved
attending services at the
Cathedral every Sunday
morning. The massive stone structure. The
gothic spires. The magnificent stained glass
windows. The festive choral music. Attending
a worship service at the National Cathedral is
truly awe-inspiring, and [ was doing it on a
weekly basis !

Yet, as much as I loved going to the
Cathedral each week, I always felt like a visitor,
Cathedrals are filled with tourists and visitors —
not members. There was something missing.
There was no congregation. There was no
sense of belonging to a community. [ was just
another visitor passing through the doors every
week.

It's that sense of "community" that
brought Dianna and me to St. John's. We
sought an inclusive parish where we could raise
our family with a sense of purpose and instill in
our children values and compassion.

As a member of the Vestry, it's easy for
me to focus on the many problems and
complaints that come with a large congregation
in an aging building. Our beloved church is a
historic structure, with all the problems and
maintenance issues that accompany older
buildings. No matter what we repair, no matter
how much we spend - there will always
remain dozens of other projects yet to be done.
Add to that the diverse personalities of our
congregation (few of whom are shy about
speaking their minds) .......and well, you get
the picture!

But on Sunday mornings, I sit in the pew
and allow my thoughts to drift. | gaze at our
priceless stained glass windows and soak in the
deep vibrations from the Skinner organ. I look
around the sanctuary at the wvarious wall
plaques and memorials commemorating the
many gifts from those Saints of John who
preceded us long ago. And [ give thanks for
those who went before us and made it possible
for my children to grow up today in this
wonderful parish.

1 believe that our Stewardship Campaign
is not just about "Celebrating What We Have
Been." There are lots of churches in town that
have a historic past. Rather, our focus should
be more on "Comumnitting to What We Will Be."
It is our turn to be good stewards of this
property and of this parish, so that future
generations can continue to share in the
wonderful community of faith and support that
we have nurtured here at St. John's over these
mMany years.

As a newlywed couple, Dianna and I
wondered about how much we should pledge
to the church. We worried that maybe our
pledge amount wasn't enough. Years later, I
now appreciate that pledges in all amounts are
welcome and needed.

I;«Iumi;é-r bfp[edges '
in category

0 - $500 26
$501 - $1,000 33
$1,001 - $2,000 43
$2,001 - $3,500 16

$5,001 - $7,500
$7,501 - $10,000
§10,001 - $25,000

St. John's is our home. St. John's brings
tremendous purpose to our family life. That's
why we will joyfully increase our pledge for the
2010 Stewardship Campaign -- as our way of

Committing to What We Will Be!!
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