Walk With Us Through
Holy Week

By the Rev. Susan |, Latimer
Dear Saints of John,

We have come through Lent and are now
standing at the gate of Holy Week, the most holy and
intense week in our Episcopal tradition. | invite you,
in the name of the Church, to walk with us this week
through the major liturgies of Holy Week. 1 can
promise that if you do, your experience will be deeper,
and you will open yourself up to a deeper
transformation by the Holy Spirit.

Palm Sunday reminds us of both the best and
the worst of human nature, and of the loving nature of
God, despite human nature, When we put ourselves
in the place of the crowds filled with joy, cheering
Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, and then also in the place
of the crowds filled with hate, shouting "Crucity Him",
we may remember our own best and worst selves. (It
is SO important for us as Christians to do everything
that we can to make sure that we don't contribute to
hatred against people of any other faith; particularly in
Holy Week, it is important to remember that Jewish
people have been the recipients of hatred, the vicims
of violence, and blamed for Jesus' death, throughout
the history of the Christian church.) Being clear about
what we are doing in the Palm Sunday liturgy
(looking at ourselves, not scapegoating others) is a
way to be clear about our support of our Jewish
brothers and sisters as well.

On Maundy Thursday we begin the Triduum -
- the great liturgies of Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and the Great Vigil of Easter. On Maundy
Thursday we remember the institution of the Eucharist
and Jesus' washing of the disciples’ feet. We
experience the closeness of the Eucharist, and then
remember Judas' betrayal of Jesus and his arrest in the
Garden of Gethsemane, as we strip the altar and the
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church down to its bare bones. We leave this liturgy in
silence, walking out into the darkness.

The starkness of Good Friday helps us
remember Christ's sacrifice, and provides a container
for all of our grief. There is room for all of our sorrows
at the foot of the cross. At St John's we will have
services from 12 noon to 3 p.m. this day, moving from
the Good Friday Liturgy, to the Stations of the Cross,
to a service of meditations for Good Friday,

{continued on page 2)
~ SCHEDULE FOR WORSHIP
SUNDAYS APRIL4, 11, 18 AND 25,2010
Easter Day and Second, Third and Fourth
Sundays of Easter

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (except

Easter when Vigil begins
at 6 a.m.)

8:45 a.m. Lectionary Study and
Group Discussion, library

9:00 a.m. Nursery open for infants
to age 5, Room 297

9:15 a.m. Sunday School classes for
youth, see page 4

9:30 a.m. Adult Forum, see page 2
for speakers

10:30 a.am.  Holy Eucharist, with choir

11:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour, Hunter Hall

5:00 p.m. April 18, Taize service,

chapel

Church Office Closed After Easter
By tradition, St. John's Church office will be closed the
week following Easter. However, phone messages will be
checked daily.
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(continued from cover)

The Great Vigil of Easter, 6 a.m. Easter morning, begins in the garden with
the Paschal Fire — the first fire of Easter — and moves into the church. The
service moves from darkness to light, and spans God's saving acts through
history. Full of music and liturgical drama, it is my favorite service of the entire
church year!

We conclude our Easter day celebration with our 10:30 a.m. service, a
Festal Choral Eucharist. There is room for all of our joys in the joy of Easter
ﬂ'iDl'l'I]I'Lg.

So come — experience the richness of our tradition by walking with us
through these Holy Week liturgies. Bring yourselves, just as you are, with grief
and sorrow and burdens and joy and wonder and whatever is going on in your life. Offer it all up to God, and
then trust that new life will spring up for you in this season of resurrection.

A Blessed Holy Week and Easter to you all,
In Christ, Susan+
s

Priest on-call Schedule for April April Birthdays

Pray for the lives and nunistries of those celebrating birthdays
this month: April 1, Mary Lou Farris and Elena
Pomponio; April 2, Ann Korwan; April 3, Sharon Carter

April 1 and 2 - Maundy Thursday and Good Friday -

Susan+ ; :
: and Samuel Gibson; April 5, Melora Cann; April 8,
Ap g 4 - Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday - Parrish Thompson and Michelle Walker; April 9,P Yates
Ann+

McDonald and Diana Westmoreland; April 11, Diane
Hendricks and Patrick Rockwell; April 12, David Vick;
April 14, G.W. Morris and Lia Palmer; April 15, Marion
Perry and Kathy Wood; April 16, Annette Doumany
and Grace Vitaglione; April 17, Katherine Paybins; April
18, Denise Smith-Kastick; April 19, Dwight Foley; April
20, Hattie Rose Rowe; April 21, Allie Gibson and
Audrey Smith; April 22, Sue Harpold; April 24, Ned
Barrett, Azalech Johnson and Laura Warren; April 25,
Rachel Clark and Tricia Poe; and April 28, Travis

April 5-6 - Susan+
April 7 - 14 - Ann+
April 15 - 25 - Susan+
April 26 - May 1- Ann+

Susan+ (Rector cell - 304 926-4554
Ann+ (Associate Rector cell - 304 951-7122
Denise+ (Deacon) 304 553-2799

Adult Forum Speakers for April Baldwiii.
April 4 - There will be no Adult Forum due to the =
Easter celebration. In Memoriam
April 11 - The Rev. Esber Tweel will examine the ways We are sad to note two passings in our parish.
in which individuals or nations can lose and Gene Carte, husband of parishioner Ann
regain their identity. Garcelon Carte, died Feb. 28. A tribute to his

April 18 - In anticipation of Earth Day, Beekeeper memory is to be held March 25 at the Kanawha
David Rectenwald will discuss the importance County Public Library.
of bees to ecological balance. And Timothy Allan Barkey, son of
April 25 - Playwright Dan Kehde, who has contributed parishioners Dr. Fred and Sandra Barkey, died
richly to St. John's musical and chancel drama March 18. His funeral service was held March 22 at
history, will discuss the Contemporary Youth Barlow-Bonsall Funeral Home.
Arts Company which he now heads.

May light perpetual shine upon them.
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER
SERVICES

WEDNESDAY

12:10 P.M. - CHAPEL - HOLY EUCHARIST AND
HEALING

MAUNDY THURSDAY

7 P.M. - FOOTWASHING, EUCHARIST AND STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR.

YOU ARE INVITED TO SIGN UP TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
ALL-NIGHT PRAYER VIGIL ON MAUNDY THURSDAY, A
SIGNUP SHEET IS LOCATED ON THE VISITORS' TABLE.
COME AND PRAY FOR /2 HOUR DURING THE NIGHT AND
KEEP VIGIL WITH JESUS IN THE GARDEN.

GOOD FRIDAY - THE THREE HOURS

GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY- 12 NOON
STATIONS OF THE CROSS - 1 P.M.

MEDITATIONS: WAY OF THE CROSS. GATEWAY TO RESURRECTION - 2 P.M.

EASTER MORNING

EASTER VIGIL -6 A.M.- MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE AND BRING A BELL TO RING.
EASTER BREAKFAST - 7:30 A.M. IN HUNTER HALL
EASTER EGG HUNT - 9:30 A.M. AND PARTY FOR THE CHILDREN

EASTER DAY FESTAL CHORAL EUCHARIST - 10:30 A.M.
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