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SUNDAYS DECEMBER 6 AND 13, 2009
SECOND AND THIRD SUNDAYS OF ADVENT

8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
8:45 a.m. Lectionary Study and Group Discussion, library
9:00 a.m.  Nursery open for infants to age 5, Room 297
9:15a.m.  Toddler Transition for 2-and 3-year-olds, Toddler
Room; Godly Play, grades K-2, Room 298; Episcopal
Children’s Curriculum: St. John's Eagles, grades 3-6,
Room 221; Second and fourth Sundays, Rite 13,
grades 7-8, Room 226; J2A, grades 9 to 11, third floor
9:30 aam.  Adult Forum, Dec. 6, Parishioner Carte Goodwin
recently participated in a panel discussion chaired by
tormer U.S. Supreme Court Justice, Sandra Day O'Connor,
on electing vs. appointing judges. He will share with us
their views; Dec. 13, The Rev. Zack Drennen,
a missionary in Kenya, will speak on the
Elewana Project which connects schools in West
Virginia to schools in Kenya, Room 109.
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, with choir
11:30 aam. Coffee Hour, Hunter Hall

The Collect: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Note This Deadline

The next issue of Interchange will be for the weeks of Dec. 20, 27 and Jan. 3. Since this falls at the height of
the Christmas and New Year's season, please keep us advised of any special activities that will occur
during this time. Deadline to submit items and photos is Monday, Dec. 14, at 2 p.m. Send them to
julkemp@verizon.net or bdearien@stjohnswv.org,




The Advent of Advent By The Rev. Susan J. Latimer
Dear Saints of John,

As I write, we are in the second day of Advent -- the holy season of
preparation for the birth of Christ in our hearts. For many of us, this season is
over-full with good things -- concerts, parties, errands to run. It seems as if
there are always at least three more things to do in each day than can
possibly be done! How can we make space in our lives and our hearts when
we are moving so fast?

One way I have found to help me in this over-full season is to
slowdown - on purpose -- even if it means doing less. By slowing down, [
can do more easily each task with a prayerful spirit. By doing less, I can
relieve the pressure of being "super mom" — (believe me, long ago I realized that I'm not even in the
running!) -- and I can enjoy the Christmas preparations that I do with my family more fully.

We don't send cards before Christmas Day -- sometimes we send them during the 12 days of
Christmas. We keep the important family traditions such as lighting the Advent Wreath at every
meal, decorating the house, choosing just the right Christmas tree, selecting and wrapping presents
for family, friends, and some folks we don't know (we usually work with ERD to give a goat or a pig
to a struggling family elsewhere in the world).

[ wish you all a holy Advent, full of extraordinary moments - moments of grace that are always
there for us, if we slow down long enough to notice.

In Christ,
Susan+

Birthdays for December

Dec. 2 - Dan Halloran, Mita Janeshek,
Mary McKown, William Revercomb,
Hugh Roberts
Dec. 5- Cynthia Barrett, Eric Wood
Dec. 7 - Appu Kuruvilla
Dec. 8- Caroline Nelson
Dec. 9- Bren Pomponio, Diane Snyder
Dec. 10 - Cindy Miller
Dec. 13 - Stephen James, Al Kessler, Caitlyn Nelson
Dec. 14 - Mary Anne Michael
Dec. 15 - Leota Bohnert, Becky Burns,

Teddy Gardner

Dec. 17 - Randy Cain, Beth Marquart, Gabe Price
Dec. 19 - Jonathan Doak, Jackie Hunt, Nahla Lewis, OUR THANKSGIVING ALTAR
i g;d!e JMCD““E'“ The St John's altar was transformed into a bountiful display for

ERe = Al AIhoe the Thanksgiving and Nov. 29 services by parishioner Forrest Akers,
Dec. 27 - Ainsley Blundon known for his stunning floral arrangements on other church occasions. A
Dec. 29 - Whitney Hendricks great variety of fruits, vegetables and omamental grasses were used to
Dec. 30 - David Ramkey recreate some of God's bounty. And following last Sunday's services, all
Dec. 31 - Anna Klusmeyer of the produce was taken to the Manna Meal kitchen for others to enjoy.

Photo by Jean Simpson
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Overview of the Annual The following parishioners were elected by the

Ci

Parish Meeting

By John Canfield,
Sentor Warden

The Annual Parish
Meeting was conducted
on Sunday, Nov. 15,

. with a  continental
breakfast provided by the Parish Life
Committee.

Dan MacDonald gave the
treasurer's report and Jan Kessler
provided a stewardship update. Rector
Susan Latimer offered an overview of
accomplishments during the past year
and goals for the coming year.

Congratulations to the newly
elected and thanks to everyone who
participated in the Parish Meeting.

regation to serve as members of the vestry:

Diane Hendricks

Parishioners elected to represent St. John's as delegates
to the 2010 WV Diocesan Convention were:

Beth Hamrick

Bob Miller  Bren Pomponio  Michelle Walker

.-
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 Beth Marquart
(Alternate)

Brooks McCabe H]chaﬁa Walker

It's Christmastime at
Our Thrift Shop

The Christmas Shop at St. John's
Back Door thrift shop, also
known as the Op Shop, is now
open Tuesdays through
Thursdays from noon to 3 p.m.
An amazing array of not only all manner of holiday
decorations but also gift ideas and holiday clothing
await at extremely affordable prices.

Also, beginning Nov. 29 it will be open on
Sundays after church from 11 am. to 1 p.m.
through Dec. 13, All proceeds go to benefit St
John's and Manna Meal, so come and shop with us.
For those who care to donate items for sale, the
shop needs jewelry, men's jeans, underwear and
socks.

Dinner to Replace WIFFF Meeting
The December meeting of Women In Faith, Fun
and Fellowship (WIFFF) has been canceled.
Instead a number of women and men will
attend the Tastes and Sounds of Christmas at Beni
Kedem Temple on Sunday, Dec. 6.

This is a program and dinner presented for
the first time last year by St Christopher's
Episcopal Church. If you would like to attend with
this group, please call Janet Morris at 304 768-0279
or Barbara Knight at 304 346-3610 for more
information. Last year's performance and food was
great, and this year's presentation promises to be
the same or better.

Long-Awaited Madrigal
Will Be Here Soon

There’s still time to secure a
ticket to the Madrigal Dinner on
Dec. 11 or 12 in Hunter Hall
You won't want to miss the
Half-Act Players and the
Ambrosian Singers plus the
fantastic feast served up by
many volunteers under the
direction of chief chef Steve Chionsini.

Light refreshments will be offered at 5:30
p.m. each evening, with dinner served at 6 p.m,
Tickets are $25 and will be available at coffee hour
on Dec. 6 or by calling the church office, 346-0359,
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