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SUNDAYS NOVEMBER 1 AND 8, 2009
ALL SAINTS DAY AND TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

8:00 a.m.
5:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m

9:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist

Lectionary Study and Group Discussion, library
Nursery open for infants to age 5, Room 297
Toddler Transition for 2-and 3-year-olds, Toddler
Room; Godly Play, grades K-2, Room 298; Episcopal
Children’s Curriculum: St. John's Eagles, grades 3-6,
Room 221; Second and fourth Sundays, Rite 13,
grades 7-8, Room 226; J2A, grades 9 to 11, third floor
Adult Forum, Nov. 1, Parishioner Evelyn Harris,
longtime professor of history and political science at
the University of Charleston, will speak on “The
American Dilemma: Conflict Between Capitalism and
Socialism”; Nov. 8, Parishioner Frank Martin, who
offers French classes to us when not away teaching at
the University of South Alabama, will speak on a topic
to be announced later. Room 109,

Holy Eucharist, with choir

Coffee Hour, Hunter Hall

Nov. 1, Evensong, followed by High Tea

ST. JOHN'S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Sunday, Nowv, 15, 9:15 a.m. in Hunter Hall

Continental Breakfast provided by the Parish Life Committee
Election of New Vestry Members and Diocesan Convention Delegates




What is God Calling Us To Do in the World,
Tﬂdﬂ}f? By The Rev. Susan [. Latimer
Dear Saints of John,

There are several ways to think about the outreach ministries
of a particular congregation. Firstly, and arguably most importantly, a
congregation contributes to God's work in the world through the
individual ministries and vocations of its members. Secondly, a
congregation may open its facilities to the public for community
needs and meetings, such as 12 step groups, or feeding programs, as
we do at St. John's with Manna Meal. Thirdly, a congregation may
bring to birth new ministries which are staffed primarily with its own
members.

St. John's is blessed with many members whose vocations,
either paid or volunteer, serve to work towards justice and peace for all people, respecting the
dignity of every human being. We have a long tradition of opening up our facilities for the needs
of the community - the major one, of course, being our long and fruitful 30-plus year partnership
with Manna Meal. Twelve step groups meet in our building most days of the week.

It is the third area, the birthing of new ministries for this congregation to take on, that has
not happened in a long while.

To that end, T will be gathering together a group of parishioners who wish to commit to a
process of discernment around a new outreach project (or projects for the parish. This group will
meet regularly for several months for the discipline of listening to each other, to the world around
us, and to God. We will use appreciative inquiry, brainstorming, prayer, silence, and other tools in
our quest for the answer to the question, "What is God calling us to do in the world, today?"

The members of this group must also be willing to commit to be a part of the new outreach
initiative for its first year.

I invite you to listen to how the Spirit is moving in your own life. Is God calling you to be a
part of this adventure? If so, contact me at the church office or by e-mail - slatimer@stjohnswv.org

In Christ, Susan+

St. John's Value to Me....

The following are some of the responses received on Sept. 20, the beginning of our stewardship
campaign, as to what St. John's means to those who attend:

* A place of peace and love

* Haven and spiritual liturgy

* An intelligent, thoughtful interpretation of scripture
* My place to connect with God and my earthly father

* 1 feel close to God here ... | attend another church as
well, but value the structure of this service.

* With the Creed, prayers and communion [ feel the "veil"
to God is slightly lifted
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*Itis a wonderful place to worship God

* Community and a reminder of who I am — a child of
God

* Welcome inclusion of all, Manna Meal home, open-
minded thinking, 5t. Ambrose choir, and outreach

* Bible study at 8:45 teaches me more about the Bible in
many aspects, so 1 can learn more about it: Adult Forum
at 9:30 makes me more aware of not only what takes
place at 5t. John's, but also in our community: church fills
me with a joy and completeness which last me for the
following week.



What Is Really Important To Me
By Judy Lewis

A Stewardship Message

My husband Jim’s last job was working on the bishop's staff in the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware.
We moved to Bethany Beach, Delaware, built a house we loved within walking distance from the
beach. We planned on possibly “retiring” there. Who could not love the gigantic moon rising
behind our house delivering radiant moonbeams into our bedroom? And how about jogging on

the boardwalk? Ideal — or was it?

What was missing for me was a sense of belonging to a loving church community. I could
not find a church that really worked for me. I actually had been missing a real church home since

we had left Charleston.

As I have grown older | really focus on what matters in my life. I have remembered my
days at 5t. John's in the 1970s and early 1980s and recalled how the church vitality had fed my

spirit.

What do I value? I value a church that is open, welcoming, inclusive, and reaching out into
the larger community. [ value the daily activity of Manna Meal and am proud that its home is St.
John's. I am relieved to have a place in the columbarium (I'm not ready to go there yet).

A gigantic moon at the beach is no longer important to me. Living downtown [ can’t even

see the moon wher| it rises. But I can see the St. John 5 steeple and | am thankful.

St ]uhn's Value to Me

* Adult discussion, Bible study, fellowship, 5t John's
helped in a time of need, found the love of my life here

* Not judging, helping when needed, you can relax, the
coffee hour, the songs, you changed me!

* Spiritual worship, God's word is proclaimed; the chaoir
and other music; Taize; sermons; outreach; fellowship
and support

* The strength I receive when I walk through the doors of
the sanctuary; the hope I feel when leaving, and the
prayers with which I'm infused for the coming week.

* Christian formation

* Connection with members of my family. Stimulate
intellectually and morally

* Great sermons and an excellent choir

* A place of peace that accepts my vulnerabilities

* Helping with Manna Meal, women's luncheon group,
fellowship, working with pastoral care group and shawl
ministry

* A sense of pride in being a part of this community and
all the good we do for others. I love the outreach, choir,
historic building, garden, columbarium and brotherhood
of being a Saint of John.

* Christian education, fellowship for my children, a
family to worship with

* Outreach to justice issues; diversity of congregation; use
of building all week. We need to do more of all the above,
especially new outreach to the broader community

* The sense of warmth and community; education
opportunities - particularly EFM; outreach services -
locally and globally; commitment to the vulnerable;
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willingness to have fun

* Embracing love, liturgy and prayer; service to
community; the people, clergy

* Always feeling welcome; community involvement and
outreach; feeling of love and comfort

* The opportunity to be of service both to the St John's
community and outside St. John's community

* A home where | may worship God and feel part of a
family who worships

* A place for spiritual healing and belonging

* God is here at St. John's! Outreach, inclusiveness, the
sacred space, music

* The ability to be me and still be accepted and loved
while giving back to the community I so love

* That the church is very accepting of our lifestyle! [t is a
comfortable atmosphere, many activities to get invaolved
in

* Music, liturgy, community outreach, the parish
community, the beautiful sanctuary, the garden and
columbarium

* A place of sanctuary, a community who welcomes all
people, a place of worship and service, a place where
people are fed, cared for and a place where spirits are
refreshed,

* A place where the Living Word is taught in meaningful
ways and lived throughout the ministries of the church

* Susan and Ann, sense of family and community,
children's programs, the beautiful church.
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