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inclusion and Hospitality | SGheUEHORNGISHDMM

By The Rev. Susan J. Latimer g ndays, August 1,8,15,22 and 29,2010
Tenth through Fourteenth Sundays

(An excerpt from a sermon given July 4, 2010) after Pentecost

Dear Saints of John, 8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
At our house, we are getting ready for our 8:45 a.m. Lectionary Study and Group
California family reunion. Every two years we fly out Discussion, library
there to spend time with my mom and my brother’s 9:00 a.m. Nursery open for infants to age 5,
family, and get the five boy cousins together for a wild Room 297
week at the beach. Preparing for this trip has me thinking 10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, with choir
about the last couple of California trips. Four years ago the 11:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour,Hunter Hall
trip happened while | was on sabbatical.
My sabbatical was all about connections, and the boys Adult Forum and Sunday School classes
and | connected with most of my extended family in California will resume in September.

that year -something we usually don’t have time to do. It was .

a very powerful experience. Three of my cousins and one adf#Ck-Off Sunday

from my dad’s side of the family had never met my childreh — o Aug. 29 celebrate the fruits of the earth on our kick-off
had not seen them at all for 15 to 20 years. My mom'’s side §Lnday for the new program year. We'll have Sunday

the family had done a good job of getting together every folérchool Open House, the Blessing of the Backpacks and a
years or so, so even though their children are more than 10 years '

older than mine, we all knew each other pretty well. special salad spread following the 10:30 a.m. service.

It was very interesting seeing my kids interact with mj X
cousins and their families. We had a good time with everyond©r Children & Youth.
- but there were certainly marked differences in the experier~22
Franklin and Hugh had definite ideas about which houses \
the most “fun.” The two that they picked as favorites were ¢
my favorites, and it wasn'’t just the “fun” aspect.

I've been thinking about it a lot. The places that
Franklin and Hugh felt the most comfortable, the most at
home, the places they felt most able to be themselves, were
the two homes that excelled at hospitality.

Hospitality does not necessarily mean the cleanest
house, the best food, the smoothest sheets on the bed . We
had beds to sleep in, in many of the places that we visited —
- but not in the kids’ favorite house. There we slept on the
sofas. I'm talking about something else. | like Henri
Nouwen’s definition of hospitality: “Hospitality involves
creating a place that truly welcomes the stranger.
Hospitality makes room for guests, values their
unigueness, and lets them be themselves. Hospitality does g : i ' -
not create unreasonable expectations of the guests.” = - 1 B . N »;?

(continued on page 2) It Took a Village to Stage Vacation Bible Schoa
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Inclusion and Hospitality ~  Continued from page 1
By The Rev. Susan J. Latimer (An excerpt from a sermon given July 4, 2010)

The two homes in which we experienced the greatest amount of hospitetéyery different.
One was the home of one of my cousins who has grown childremindady knew my boys. One was
the home of a cousin that | hardly knew, a cousin who had neveheneoys, but in their house, within
minutes, we also felt at home. One home was very loosely structuredadnmibh more structure.

The thing that both homes had in common, though, was a particular feeling — a
comfortable feeling. We got a feeling that both families were delighted that we were there.
Both families were truly enjoying their role as hosts. And not only that, both families were
able to talk about difficult things. These were the households in which the most serious and
deepest conversations took place, at least between the adults. Both of theseaimilies were able
to tell the truth. One shared with me about a very worrisome, as-yet-undiagn osed health problem, and all the anxieties
that go along with that. Another shared some old family stories, some of them painful stories, stories that | had not
heard.

It's said that children and animals are true judges of character.

There is a lot of truth in that. Children and many animals pick up on more subt le cues that many of us lose the
ability to read as we grow older: body language, a person or place’s energy, the way people express orhide emotions.

Groupsof people, over time, develop their own character, their own “feeling tdhgdu have visited people in their
homes, you have experienced this. If you have been “churgipisigd —or just visiting other churches on occasion -- you will know
what | mean.

When the words that are said do not match the actions, the feelings, and thecharacter of the group, that group’s
hospitality will be lacking. The family that we visited who took us out to dinner and gave us our own beds, we
experienced as the least hospitable place, because the underlying message we got was that weere a burden to them. In
fairness to them, we visited them at a really bad time. We really were a burden to them, but instead of us all talking about
that and acknowledging the difficulty, we all tried too hard to be “polite.” That cut us off from any really deep
conversation we might have had.

Today's Gospel passage from Luke is all about hospitality. Jesus sends pairs of disciples out aheadf him as a
kind of “advance guard” for his visit to many and various places. He tells the dis ciples to rely completely on the
hospitality of the people they meet. He tells them, “If people welcome you, stay there, heal the sick, and proclaim the
kingdom of God. If people do no t welcome you, do not stay there, or heal, but proclaim the kingdom of God anyway.”

St. John’s mission statement is all about hospitality:
We reach out to the world in Christ's name
in the hope that all might find a home in God’s healing love.
++++ That all might find a home in God'’s healing love ++++

| have a vision of this parish living into our mission in a deeper and mo re lasting way. We can be a place of
radical hospitality. We can create a space here that truly welcomes the stranger, no matter hav different that person may
be from any one of us. We can be a place where God’s love is shown taeveryone, and lived out more deeply.

Imagine what our parish would be like if everyone felt at home here, no matter our political or theological
positions; no matter our occupations; whether we are single or partnered or married, d ivorced or widowed; whether or
not we have children or grandchildren; whether we are introverts or extroverts, intuitive or se nsing, thinking or feeling
types; whether we are drawn first to action or to contemplation. We can be that safe, welcoming place where everyone is
invited to become the person God intends for them to be. We can be a place whee people are supported and encouraged
to find and develop their God-given gifts and talents, which are unique to each person .

In order to do this, we will need to be intentional. We will learn to go beyo nd “polite” conversation with each
other, and find a way to have deep and meaningful dialogue — truth-telling — with compassion, and in love, especially
about difficult things, especially when we disagree about important things.

Diana Butler Bass, who has studied hundreds of modern congregations, saysthat “ Nostalgia is the enemy of
hope.” Sometimes nostalgia for the past can keep us from finding hope for the future. Sometimes nostalgia can get in the
way of seeing the way God is working with us right now, at this very moment.

St. John’s hope — our hope — that all might find a home in God'’s healing love: that hope can be the fuel for our
transformation into the parish God is calling us to be.

In Christ, Susan+
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The Vestry has approved a contract with The Alban
Institute to retain the services of a congregational
consultant. The Alban Institute is a widely respected
national faith-based organization which provides
consulting services to churches in the areas of conflict
resolution, mediation, and congregational development.

The Alban Institute has paired St. John’s with
Susan Nienaber as our consultant. Susan lives in
Minneapolis MN where she is a licensed family and
marriage therapist as well as an ordained United
Methodist minister. For almost 20 years, Susan has
worked with hundreds of congregations as a consultant
and mediator, specializing in situations involving
congregational conflict.

We have retained Susan Nienaber to provide a
“congregational assessment” of St. John’s.  She will
review our parish structure and organization, meet with
clergy, staff and parishioners, assess the issues and
problems currently facing our congregation, and make
recommendations on ways to reduce tensions and lower
distress within our parish. Susan will work with our
parish to facilitate conversations, reach agreements, and
help our church leaders make important decisions. This
process will provide all of us with opportunities for
dialogue about our expectations as a parish and
discernment about the future of St. John’s, as well as
acknowledging and addressing sources of tension and
conflict.  Susan’s efforts will help bring clarity and
perspective to our discussions regarding parish
development in a variety of areas such as pastoral care,
parish life and community outreach.

Susan is tentatively scheduled to begin her work
here at St. John’s with an onsite visit Sept. 16 through 19.
During her time at St. John’s, Susan will meet with clergy,
staff, and Vestry members. She will also meet with
various church groups and committees. Susan will also
schedule meetings with small groups of parishioners (8 to
10 per group) to provide interested individuals an
opportunity to share directly with her their thoughts and
concerns. Upon the completion of her visit, Susan will
prepare a report containing her observations, findings
and recommendations. She will make a return visit to St.
John’s in October to present her report to the
congregation.

The fee for these consulting services will be
approximately $8,500 plus travel expenses.

| applaud our Vestry members for making this
important and difficult decision. | firmly believe that
retaining the services of an experienced consultant will
allow us an opportunity to air concerns and grievances,
and to provide all of us with a fresh opportunity to
discern who we are and what we expect in our parish life
at St. John's.

More information and details about Susan
Nienaber’s efforts will be forthcoming to all parishioners
in the next few weeks -- including the necessary
information to participate in the small group meetings
with Susan during her visit in September.

Who to call when about what?

For Pastoral Emergencies -- Day or Night:
Contact the on-call priest immediately by calling
her or his cell phone.

Aug. 1-7 and 22-28

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson+, Associate Rector
304-951-7122

August 8-21 and Aug. 29-Sept. 4
The Rev. Susan J. Latimer+, Rector 304-926-4554

If you find out that someone is in the hospital:

Contact the church office and the on-call priest.
Non-crisis needs - Requests for prayer list, meals,
prayer shawls, etc.:

Call the church office.

Confidentiality

All persons, clergy and lay, involved in the
pastoral ministries at St. John’s will respect
confidentiality as it applies to parishioner's health and
other sensitive issues.

Therefore, clergy and laity involved in pastoral
ministries at St. John’s will not share information with
others outside of the pastoral ministry care team, unless
permission to share their information/condition has been
granted by the parishioner.

The Rev. Susan J. Latimer+, Rector 304-926-4554
The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson+, Associate Rector
304-951-7122
Linda Cooper, Vestry Liaison for Pastoral Care
304-541-0137

In Memoriam

We deeply regret to note the passing of two longtime St.
John’s parishioners. Former Vestry member and trustee
Herbert E. Jones Jr. died on July 8 at his home. Funera
service was held July 17 at St. John's, followed by a
reception, and a private family burial service took place
July 18 in Oak Hill. Mary Lou Farris died July 22 and her
funeral was held July 26 at St. John’s followed by burial
in Sunset Memorial Park, South Charleston. May light
perpetual shine upon them.
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Christian Formation for Children and Yout|

Joseph asked his visitors. Later his brothers came to him in
Egypt, begging for food, and he told them who he was.

Joseph cecided, with God’s help, to forgive them
for harming him earlier. “Sometimes good things come
from bad situations,” Joseph said. Then we all celebrated
that God gives us family. Joseph’s Journey and the nightly
dramas, a special feature of the Holy Land adventure, were
coordinated by Becky Burns. Her stellar crew included
David Ramkey, Randy Cain, Dan MacDonald, Carrie
Swing, Jocelyn Taylor, Bob Rosier, Stephen Blake, David
Morton, Randall Wagner. Spontaneous dramas “broke
out” in each of the rotations during the week giving a
feeling of life in ancient times and spurring emphasis on
each night’s Bible verse.

A P
It Took a Village to Stage
Vacation Bible School

By The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson

This year’s Vacation Bible School, held in July, went on a
Holy Land adventure Egypt Joseph’s Journey from Prison
Palace This tremendous effort by St. John’s involved over
70 people as youth and adult leaders, participants, and
volunteers. Thank you to all who gave of their time, who
donated, and to those who prayed and cheered us during
the week. At Egypt we got a taste of what is was like to
live in Pharaoh’s empire and discovered how God was
with Joseph in good times and bad. In our Egyptian
Families we visited Joseph, went to the Marketplace, the
Pyramid Games, and did a lot of celebrating!

Each evening we gathered in our Egyptian
Families (small group time) to focus on the evening’s Bible
verse and story. There were short lessons with each Bible
point: God gives us hope ... special abilities ... forgiveness
... family. We had four intergenerational families: Amarna
led by Maggie McCabe, Asyut led by Shauna McQuerrey,
Rosetta led by Randy McCoy, and Zoan led by Leah
Macia. Each night the families met twice for family time.
These families had “members” (participants) from age 2 to
94! A special part of their time was sharing about “God
Sightings” —- experiences when God’'s presence was
“sighted” in the people, activities and things they’'d seen.
These were written on “stones” that built a large pyramid
(wall covering) in Hunter Hall.

At Egypt, we saw Joseph (David Ramkey) in prison
where he was heavily guarded (Stephen Blake). Joseph
shared with us how God was giving him hope even in his
sad circumstances. Then for three evenings we met Josepl |
(Randy Cain) at the Palace. God gave Joseph specie |
abilities, he told us, to interpret dreams and then Pharaoh
put him in charge of the food storage after he foretold a
future famine. “What special abilities has God given you?”
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Each evening at the Marketplace, coordinated by Vanda Butcher, we explored ancient arts and trades at the
various shops. At the Barbershop and Salon the kids decorated headbands and nany had their faces made up. At the Toy
Shop they learned to make Senet game boards. The Embalmer’'s Workshop was a “hit” painting our own sarcophagus.
There was a Hieroglyphic Artist's Shop, where they made neck laces. Families also visited a Basket Weaver’'s Shop and a
Food Shop. Brickmaking, although a success after church, was skipped due to the rainy weather. At the Linen Shop
blankets were made (tied) for World Vision’s Operation Kid -to-Kid in Africa. Ther e were many “shopkeepers” each
evening, including: Beth Marquart, Margaret Lieberman, Karen Glazier, Lia Palmer, an d Blaine Mullins. The week ended
with a surprise —a mama and baby goat came to the Animal Courtyard, with their ‘pets’ An na Megyesi and Rick Wilson,
along with Pearl the “lion,” the “owner” of Beth Marquart.  This year we had fun ‘n’ games at the Pyramid Playground,
coordinated by Julie McQuerrey. There was a crazy mummy wrap, a “hunt” with lassos and hula hoops to catch sli my
“fish,” a rel ay of wet sponges, tag a toe and tug of war, and other silly low-tech games. Capable games assistants were:
Alex Canfield, Andrew Swing, Jonathan McQuerrey, Jonathan Doak, and Alisa Vear. Our set design and decorations were
done by Bob Rosier -- prison bars, a palace room, and wooden pyramids. And beautiful hieroglyphic shop posters were
handmade by David Morton.

New this year was our efforts to publicize VBS to the wider community. Print materials , including bulletin
inserts and colorful posters, were prepared by Melora Cann and posters hung by Bren Pomponio. All the press releases
and distribution were handled by Fran Simone — and were published! These efforts were successful despite the giant
outdoor banner on back order. Another big effort this year was to outfit the staff and the participants with costumes.
Many costumes were handmade by Vanda Butcher, Phyllis Atwood, Stephen Blake and Carrie Swing. A special feature
was beaded headpieces made by Beth Hamrick. Thank you to all who donated (or loaned us) T-shirts, paint shirts,
costume jewelry and other supplies: Dianna Canfield, Betty Jo Lloyd, Nancy Lince, Karen Glazier, Mary Fitzgerald, Bob
Rosier, Julianne Kemp, Carrie Swing, Randall Warren, The OP Shop, and to 8GA for the use of their canopy in our
Marketplace. Thank you!

Friendly greeters welcomed everyone to Bible School: Esber and Carol Lynn Tweel, Frank and Leila Martin,
Juanita Reed, Janet Morris, and Bridget and Lawton Posey. The fun began nightly with “Celebration” lively music a nd
group dancing enthusiastically led by Ray Shackleford and Mark Owen. They welcomed us to Egypt and we gave our
thanks to God with uplifting music, celebrating the “One True God” who is “* Mighty to Save.” Technology was all ably
handled by Mike Klausing every evening. The music is such a highlight of the Bible School experie nce!

(continued on page 7)
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How Can You Make Soup at a Time Like This?
By Lynn S. Clarke

When | was in high school my parents’ marriage and the
business my father and grandfather spent decades building
both ended painfully. One evening, shortly after the
arrival of a particularly distressing piece of bad news, |
was in the kitchen slowly stirring the soup I'd just dumped
from the can into a saucepan. My younger brother walked
into the kitchen and said, “How can you make soup at a
time like this?”

| think of that moment each time | tell people I'm
this year's Stewardship Chair and they ask, “How can you
run a Stewardship Campaign at a time like this?” Yes,
there are disheartening controversies and concerns about
leadership at every level of our Church — from the
worldwide Anglican Communion to the national Episcopal
Church USA to the West Virginia diocesan office to the
halls of St. John’s right here at the corner of Quarrier Street
and Leon Sullivan Way. What's at stake in our faith at all
levels demands our attention and action. Despite that it's
still difficult for people of good conscience to agree on our
identity and a path forward even just at St. John'’s, let alone
on a larger scale. So how can | run a Stewardship
Campaign at a time like this?

The answer now is the same as it was in the kitchen
SO many years ago. People need soup.St. John’s is home to
Manna Meal, a provider of soup and other food to the
growing number of people in our community who are
hungry. St. John’s provides spiritual “soup for the soul” by

proclaiming the Gospel and living it out through
community outreach, inclusion and a strong GLBT
community, quality music, thoughtful and reflective

worship, quality Christian formation education programs
for children and adults, and multi-generational social
events. And, don't forget, St. John’s continually offers us
the chance to nourish our souls by giving of our time and
treasure. All this has been the St. John’sway of providing
soup, both literal and spiritual, for generations, and we
need to carry on that tradition, most especially in these
troubled times.

So please help me to make “soup” and to run a
faithful Stewardship Campaign by thoughtfully and
prayerfully filling out and turning in your pledge card
during the Stewardship Campaign this fall. That way we
can keep the lights on and the soup flowing for all of us
who need it so much in these difficult times.

Celebrate the Fruits of the Earth By Becky Burns

West Virginia peaches and garden-grown tomatoes are
two of my favorite things to enjoy in summer. I'm not a
gardener, but I like to find these goodies at Capitol Market,
on my doorstep delivered by a gardener friend, or even in
a local restaurant. I'm sure many of you also have your
favorite fruits of the Earth that you enjoy when they are
available. Soon there will be an opportunity to share them
with your St. John’s family.

On Sunday, Aug. 29, we launch a new program
year in our parish as we begin new Christian Formation
classes, the choir resumes rehearsals, and the entire parish
begins a process of revitalization. That morning there will
an open house for children and youth and their parents,
and a blessing of backpacks will take place during the
10:30 a.m. service. After the service, we invite everyone to
join in this new beginning by bringing a favorite salad with
vegetables or fruits or a favorite muffin or bread to share.
We will enjoy the fruits of the Earth in Hunter Hall and, if
weather permits, in the garden.

Let's make Aug. 29 a reunion day and a wonderful
celebration of our life together as a parish! Everyone is
welcome and encouraged to attend.

String a Pound of Beans or Two

Please join the Manna Meal Soup Kitchen and Community
Garden Volunteers at an old-fashioned green bean
stringing. The event will be held Saturday, July 31, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Capitol Market's Center Court.

You're invited to grow a row of beans for the
hungry, or buy a pound at the market, donate them and
join the workers as they string the beans for Manna Meal.

Its all a part of the group’s efforts to feed the
hungry year around.



Small Box, Mighty Mission By Betty Hamilton
If you walk into the narthex you will see a small wooden box
attached to the east wall. Above it are the words "Alms"
"Covenant House and Manna Meal." If you open it you will
find coins and small bills. Occasionally someone places a $50
or even a $100 bill there.

As you know, Manna Meal and Covenant House are
serving more and more people. They gratefully accept our

alms that are divided equally between them. Last year the Pink Power Night
contents of the box totaled $1,060. If each of us contributed
regularly, just think how that sum would increase. That
small box might overflow.

The Power Park is going PINK! Join us Friday, Aug. 6, at 6
p.m. at the West Virginia Power Park for some family fun!
Proceeds of the game will benefit the WV Affiliate of the
Susan G Komen Foundation. Outreach also will be selling
beautiful new crafts from Colors of Life Africa. Also on site
will be screenings for diabetes, bone density, etc. by
Thomas Hospital Systems. So be a part of this "Triple Play"
- go to the ball game, support breast cancer awareness, and

H help our friends in Kenya! Gates open at 6 p.m. and the
An Ark, Nostalgia, Hope and Us S starte ot
By Betty Jo Lloyd

In Susan's very fine July 4 sermon she quoted an expert on Ushers Needed

congrfzgations saying that "Nostalgia is the enemy of | ooking for something meaningful to do at the end of each
hope.” To that | say yes . . . and no! When used to stunt monih? Consider being an usher on the 40 Sunday.

growth of fresh, new ideas and actions it is a negative and  ~gntact Donna Hamra at 304 343-4709 if interested.
can prevent healing. However, used as a firm foundation

for growth, nostalgia can be a positive and an aid in healing.

Thus, | am going back 22 years and reprint part of an article

| wrote, believing it to speak to all of us at St. John's these

many years later. ) )
“In his sermon Sunday, Mac (McLeod) talked of one of the dark Sc_rumpt|0u§ suppers were prepared each evening

tales of the Bible . . . Noah and the Ark. The implications, he sa?,J¢an Simpson, director of Manna Meal, and an excellent

are that even our noblest impulses and purest dreams get tangt&glV ©f kitchen volunteers including her assistant Mary
up with despair, destruction and death, and that left to ourselvesOPum, and Brian Hamra, Olive Meyer, Stephen James,
we are doomed. He also tells us another truth: The ark rode out$f@dy Morris, Janet Morris, Fran Simone, Barbara Knight,
storm. ‘For us, the ark is wherever humans come together in suclPtn Forrest, Judy Lewis, Sue Harpold, Phyllis Atwood, Jan
way that the differences between them stop belagréer.’ Kessler, Gary Frame, Garry Page, and Edd McDeuvitt.
“In the March MOUNTAIN DAY SPRING, Bishop Atkinson Mary Coburn coordinated our deserts, homemade or
writes of the hope needed for today. Not a hope numbing us todgbvered by: Olive Meyer, Mary Coburn, Carol Lynn
awful realities, but a holy hopeHe uses the phrase ‘. .. whenTweel, Kim Williams, Rosie Pfeiffer, Janet Morris, Donna
enough of us say with our lives . . .’ Hamra, Diane Hendricks, Mary Knighton, Phyllis Atwood,
“As | listened to Mac, | realized that the hope the Bishop sfiake Dianna Canfield, Linda Cooper, Sandy Morris, Wanda
a working hope. Hope for us must become the ark in which to rldettinger, Barbara Knight, Julie McQuerrey, and Carrie
out the storm. We cannot merely hope that God, in his merdywing.
patches up our mess. We must know a hope through which we are We had many all-around helpers and participants
empowered by God to become the ark in which we can iidguding Dee Morris, Mary Knighton, Dianna Canfield,
out said storm. And in the end, the rainbow we find must this timeinda Cooper, Phyllis Atwood, Amita Janeshek, and Anna
be a promise that we never again will bring such destruction alarke. Our resident photographer, with us nightly, was
ourselves.” Betty Jo Lloyd. Plus, a nightly clean-up crew, coordinated
| often look back at the ups and downs, the trials and by Archie Morris, returned Egypt to Manna Meal's
triumphs, the hurts and joys | have seen and experienced breakfast in jig-time. His assistants, along with many
in this, our unique church home, and say that what | wrote  participants, included: Mike Klausing, Jeff Swing, Beth
those two-plus decades ago still holds true today and that  Marquart, David Costelli, Karen Glazier, Page Hamrick,
nostalgia and hope are not always mutually exclusive  Gary Frame, and Margaret Lieberman. Thank you to all
but can also be allies, bringing our past and our present into  who made this ministry possible! | wonder where our
concert in order to travel together to find that ark of which Holy Land adventure will be next year.
Mac spoke.
This | truly believe! ~In God's love, Betty Jo ~ The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson
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